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In this handout I have included two things.  First, a sampling of some of my favorite 
quotes about the power of classics.  Second, a small list of classics that have touched my 
life and my family’s.  These are books that have deepened and grown our family culture 
and relationships.  They have been the source of inspiration, insight, knowledge, great 
discussions, fun, good laughs and heart-felt tears.  They have caused us to want to reach 
deeper and higher for the best we can be.  They have become part of who we are. 
 
This classic list is in no way a complete one, but one that you could use as a reference in 
your own search of classics.  There are many classics lists “out there.”  Some I have used 
are:  Appendix A and B of A Thomas Jefferson Education by Oliver DeMille; the catalog 
for Classic Books—a bookstore; and  Diann Jeppson’s big list in A Thomas Jefferson 
Education Home Companion. 
 
“Great literature helps us, as we are growing…to widen our world from ourselves so that we can better choose what kind of person we 
are going to be.  It  helps us to choose ourselves out of the many selves there have been.  By losing ourselves in great art and literature, 
we can find what we ought to be, we can find our highest selves” (Arm the Children; Arthur Henry King: p. 128) 
 
Classics broaden and deepen our experience.   They support “the fundamental task of education which is to teach us to discern the 
difference between the true and the false, the moral and the immoral.  And that difference always shows itself in the language, spoken 
or written” (Arm the Children: p. 138). 
 
“Mom, these stories are good because they show you that your actions have consequences.” (5 year-old Hyrum’s ponderings on The 
Complete Works of Beatrix Potter.) 
 
“Great art and literature offers a choice—that of preferring strength to weakness, truth to softness, life to lotus-eating…what it will do 
to you cannot be predicted, but only that it will not leave you as it finds you”(Teacher in America; Jacques Barzun: p. 182). 
 
“There is nothing more wonderful  than a book.  It may be a message to us from the dead, from human souls we never saw who lived 
perhaps thousands of miles away.  And yet these little sheets of paper speak to us, arouse us, teach us, open our hearts, and in turn 
open their hearts to us like brothers.  Without books, God is silent, justice is dormant, philosophy lame.” --Charles Kingsley 
 
“Books are not dead things but contain a certain potency of life in them as active as the soul whose progeny they are.  They preserve 
as in a vial the purest efficacy of the living intellect that bred them.” –John Milton 
 
“Books are important in self-improvement.  They form the basis of our public relations.  We have medical books, law books, and 
books of great literature.  We have books of inspiration and books by which we save our souls.  But we must get them out of the 
bookstore and into our hearts.  We must take them down from the shelves and make them negotiable in our own lives” (The Majesty of 
Books; Sterling W. Sill: p. 8). 
 
“What I want to know is in books, and my best friend is the one who will get me a book I haven’t read…I will prepare myself now 
and take my chances when the opportunity comes.”  --Abraham Lincoln 
 
“Instead of books, I imagine this shelf in my library to contain a great collection of human beings where I may have the best of each 
one as his service is needed.” (Sill: p. 25) 
 
“Through the great books we may talk with the kings and queens of intellect so that we can more fully satisfy ourselves with our 
claims for high companionship and self-respect…We do not lack for conversation with the wise; if we understand wisdom, we shall 
hear it on every hand.  We have only one limitation; that is, if we do not rise to them, they cannot stoop to us” (Sill: p. 26). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Family 
 
Little Men—Alcott 
Little Women—Alcott 
Little House on the Prairie Series—Wilder 
Treasure Island—Stevenson 
The Yearling—Rawlings 
Pollyanna—Porter 
Carry on Mr. Bowditch—Latham 
Anne of Greene Gables Series—Montgomery 
Little Lord Fauntleroy—Burnett 
A Little Princess—Burnett 
The Secret Garden—Burnett 
The Bronze Bowe—Speare 
Laddie—Porter 
The Swiss Family Robinson—Wyss 
Caddie Woodlawn—Brink 
Archimedes and the Door of Science—Bendick 
Mathematicians are People Too—Reimer 
A Single Shard—Park 
Little Britches—Moody 
The Sign of the Beaver—Speare 
Sarah, Plain and Tall—MacLachlan 
 
 

 
 
Caleb’s Story--MacLachlan 
Hans Brinker or the Silver Skates--Dodge 
The Story of the World--Bauer 
The Good Master—Seredy 
Lion, Witch and Wardrobe—Lewis 
A Christmas Carol—Dickens 
Tales From Shakespeare—Lamb 
Beautiful Stories from Shakespeare for Children--Nesbit 
Charlotte’s Web—White 
The Trumpet of the Swan—White 
Adam of the Road—Gray 
A Door in the Wall—DeAngelis 
The Complete Tales of Beatrix Potter—Potter 
The Princess and the Goblin—MacDonald 
Heidi—Spyri 
Just So Stories—Kipling 
Childhood of Famous Americans (a biography series for 
children) 
Black Beauty—Sewell 
Where the Red Fern Grows—Rawls 
A Wrinkle in Time—L’Engle 
The Railway Children—Nesbit 
 

 

Young Adult/Adult 
 
The Chosen—Potak 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin--Stowe 
Jane Eyre—Bronte 
Christy—Marshall 
Great Expectations—Dickens 
Les Miserables—Hugo 
The Red Badge of Courage—Crane 
Pride and Prejudice—Austen 
The Scarlet Pimpernel—Orczy 
The Virginian—Wister 
The Lonesome God’s—L’Amour 
The Plays of Shakespeare 
The Abolition of Man—Lewis 
The Story of Civilization--Durant 
The Hiding Place—Ten Boom 
And There Was Light:  Blind Hero of the French Resistance—Lusseyran 
The Bridge at Andau--Michener 
Education of a Wandering Man—L’Amour 
With Malice Toward None: A Life of Abraham Lincoln—Oates 
Up From Slavery—Booker T. Washington 
The Making of George Washington—Wilbur 
The Story of the Trapp Family Singers—Trapp 
The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin—Franklin 
The Real Benjamin Franklin—Allison, Skousen, Maxfield 
The Real Thomas Jefferson—Allison, Maxfield, Cook, Skousen 
The Real George Washington—Parry, Allison, Skousen 
Thomas Jefferson Education: Teaching a Generation of Leaders for the 21st Century—DeMille 
Leadership Education:  The Phases of Learning—DeMille 
How Children Learn—Holt 
Market Education: The Unknown History—Coulson 
Nurtured by Love—Suzuki 
Teach the Children: An Agency Approach to Education--Flinders 
How to Win Friends and Influence People—Carnegie 
Bonds that Make Us Free—Warner 
The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People—Covey 
The 8th Habit:  From Effectiveness to Greatness—Covey 
The Great Books of the Western World (a 54 or 60 volume set) 
 
 


