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4 Things to Keep in Mind 

 I am not a poetry expert. 

 

 These ideas are just a sampling. 

 

 Be selective. 

 

 The goal here is  and 

creating . 



Why poetry activities? 

 A great way to take advantage of a 
child’s  and  

(photography, computers, art, music, 
etc.) 

 Activities can be targeted to a child’s 

(visual, auditory, 
kinesthetic/tactile) 

 Can be done individually or as a family 

 It’s ! 

 



Reluctant Children? 

 Hymns 

 Jingles 

 TV show theme 

songs 

 

 Use their curiosity 

to your advantage 



Some Ideas 

 

 Memorizing 

 Collecting 

 Using Mystery 

 Being Silly 

 Being Creative 

 

 



Memorizing 

 Notebook 

 

 Hand motions & 

sign language  

 

 Types of poems 

 



Collecting 

 Sketch Books 

 Notebook with page protectors 

 Use as copywork with their best 

handwriting (piggybacking) 

 Embellishments  

 Include original poems 

 Piggyback subjects 

 Treasured Keepsakes 



Using Mystery 

 Puzzle Poems 

 

 Poem Strips 

 

 Items-to-Poems 

 

 Mood Pictures 



Being Silly 

D.I.Y. Poetry Mad Libs 

◦ Limericks  

◦ Non-rhyming poems 

(parts of speech) 

◦ Can help with grammar 

(parts of speech, verb 

tenses, etc.) 



Being Creative—Low Tech 

 With copywork—

copy in interesting 

shapes 

 Shoebox Dioramas 

 Scroll Boxes 

 Acting—Puppets 

and actors 



Being Creative—High Tech 

 Slideshows 

◦ Pictures, photos, 

paintings, drawings 

◦ Original or Borrowed 

 Stop-Motion 

Movies 

◦ Legos, action 

figures, stuffed 

animals, drawings, 

people, etc. 

◦ Use online  

tutorials 

◦ Start  

simply 



Beach Sand 

& 

Flowers 

 



 

 

I’m Building a Bridge of Bananas 
by Jack Prelutsky 

 

 

I’m building a bridge of bananas, 

It’s pretty but not very strong. 

Bananas are not very sturdy, 

Bananas don’t last very long. 

Initially green and then yellow,  

Increasingly speckled with brown,  

Inevitably as they ripen, 

It’s clear that my bridge will fall 
down. 

 

My bridge is developing fissures  

And even some sizeable gaps. 

It’s senseless to try and repair it. 

I might as well let it collapse. 
 

It waggles and sags in the middle,  

It wobbles and droops at the ends, 

And so I’ve alerted my neighbors,  

As well as my family and friends. 

 

They’re trucking in freezers of ice 
cream,  

Of every last flavor that’s made, 

Plus whipped cream and chocolate 
syrup,  

Both of a premium grade. 

They’re bringing me barrels of 
walnuts, 

And cherries without any pits— 

We’ll shortly be sharing delicious, 

Gigantic banana bridge splits. 
 



Preserve It!! 

 Take photos of low-

tech activities & 

projects 

 

 Compile photos 

and digital projects 

onto a DVD for 

posterity! 



“A good poem is 

delicious—as 

delicious as a 

chocolate chip 

cookie!” 

--Jack Prelutsky 

Put some delicious  
poetry in motion  
in YOUR home! 


