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Creating a “Home” School Environment 

BEGINNERS’ SEMINAR 
by Bente Rodriguez 

 

Prepared for the 2011 LDSEHE Home Education Conference in Virginia Beach, Virginia 

 

__________________ 

Bente Rodriguez and her husband, Todd, live in 

central Ohio and have been homeschooling their 

11 amazing children, ages 0-15, for 10 years. 

 

Whatever you spend the most time doing is the environment 

you will intentionally or unintentionally create in your home. 

 

How to Prioritize: 

1. What are your goals? 

2. How do you spend your time? 

3. Do they match? 

 

*You will have to say “No”. Learn to say it without guilt. 

Keeping your eye on what you really want for your family will 

make it easier. 

 

How to Create an Enriching Environment: 

1. Create a house of order- When a home is neat, orderly and 

beautiful, the children feel an added measure of order in 

their thoughts. 

2. Require Work- When everyone in the family does a little, 

the family can accomplish great things. 

3. Inspire Daily- Help your children get excited about things 

by being excited yourself. 

4. Throw out the “Junk Food”- When given the choice, 

children will usually choose the activities that offer the 

most stimulation for the least amount of effort. 

 

Resources: 

 www.nanowrimo.org (National Novel Writing Month- 

each November you are challenged to write up to 50,000 

words in 30 days. They also have a challenge for youth.) 

 www.pennygardner.com (Living Books lists divided into 

subjects) 

 The Read-Aloud Handbook by Jim Trelease 

 

Quotes: 

 “Your home can and should be a warm, vibrant place 

where your children love to learn as freely and as naturally 

as they love to play. In fact, education is the natural 

outgrowth of the discipleship relationship between parents 

and children, so it should be the natural activity of every 

Christian home.”  - Clay Clarkson 

 “Children are affected from the beginning by what they see 

and hear within the walls of their home. Their environment 

creates their taste.”  - Arthur Henry King 

 “Every single item is of relevance to our education and to 

the education of our children.”  - Arthur Henry King 

 

 

 

 

 

Ideas to get you started: 

 Hang maps by the kitchen table (or use placemats with 

maps, etc. on them) 

 Be willing and prepared to answer questions anywhere and 

any time 

 Make supplies (paper, scissors, books, etc.) readily 

available and accessible to your children 

 Books, Books, Everywhere! 

 Read aloud to your children often, no matter how old they 

are 

 Work with your child’s interests, not against them 

 Talk about everything! 

 Field Trips (zoo, museums, the park, your backyard, etc.) 

 Simplify your life 

 Gather daily as a family (Living Room Time) 

 Get children outside as much as possible 

 Limit playtime with other children (especially when they 

are young) 

 Limit screen time (TV, computer, movies, gaming 

systems) 

 Once a week Family Game or Activity Night 

 Daily Quiet Time 

 Let Dad lead the conversation at the dinner table 

 Keep up a hobby you enjoy—develop yourself 

 Get a few minutes of “me” time daily 

 Quick pickup—everyone pick up their number of things 

(their age times 10) 

 Create and follow a general routine instead of a strict 

schedule 

 Sing hymns daily 

 Pray with your children 

 Ask your children what they want to learn about 

 Recognize the learning that takes place by just living in a 

family 

 

http://www.nanowrimo.org/
http://www.pennygardner.com/

