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Dad’s Role 

BEGINNERS’ SEMINAR 
by Shawn R. Coombs 

 

Prepared for the 2011 LDSEHE Home Education Conference in Virginia Beach, Virginia 

 

__________________ 

Shawn Coombs has been married to his sweetheart for 

twenty years.  They have homeschooled their five 

children for ten years.  He currently serves as bishop in 

his ward. 

We are about a great work: 

Follow the Prophets:  “Husband and wife have a solemn 

responsibility to love and care for each other and for their 

children. "Children are an heritage of the Lord" (Psalms 

127:3). Parents have a sacred duty to rear their children in 

love and righteousness, to provide for their physical and 

spiritual needs, to teach them to love and serve one 

another, to observe the commandments of God and to be 

law-abiding citizens wherever they live. Husbands and 

wives—mothers and fathers—will be held accountable before 

God for the discharge of these obligations.”  

The family is ordained of God. Marriage between man and 

woman is essential to His eternal plan. Children are entitled to 

birth within the bonds of matrimony, and to be reared by a 

father and a mother who honor marital vows with complete 

fidelity. Happiness in family life is most likely to be 

achieved when founded upon the teachings of the Lord 

Jesus Christ. Successful marriages and families are 

established and maintained on principles of faith, prayer, 

repentance, forgiveness, respect, love, compassion, work, 

and wholesome recreational activities. By divine design, 

fathers are to preside over their families in love and 

righteousness and are responsible to provide the necessities of 

life and protection for their families. Mothers are primarily 

responsible for the nurture of their children. In these sacred 

responsibilities, fathers and mothers are obligated to help one 

another as equal partners. Disability, death, or other 

circumstances may necessitate individual adaptation. 

Extended families should lend support when needed.  

Keys to Being a Successful Home School Dad: 

 

Be unified:  There is nothing more important than a unified 

husband and wife.  As you wade through all of the different 

home schooling options, just remember that no matter what 

system/s you choose to use, as long as you both feel inspired 

about the direction you are taking, miracles will attend your 

family.   

 

Develop a strong foundation:  Establish very simple and 

clear values and goals that describe your reasoning for home 

schooling your family.  These values and goals will be the 

foundation (the why) that supports and directs your family’s 

actions.  In the book Man’s Search for Meaning by Victor E. 

Frankl  he quotes Nietzsche’s words “He who has a why to 

live can bear with almost any how.”   

 

Understand that change is not only normal, but vital:  

Anticipate and enjoy change.  As you and your children 

develop and grow, so will your home school needs.  Being 

flexible and willing to adapt to change will be as vital to the 

success of your home school experience as having clear values 

and goals.  When pressures arise in home schooling, much like 

a majestic oak in high winds, it will be your strong foundation 

and flexibile nature that will allow you to stand and thrive 

during hard times. 

 

It takes time:  Rome wasn’t built in a day, nor will your 

family’s home schooling experience.  Set aside time to help 

your wife and children and then be patient as you diligently 

work through the plan.  Whether you are the math instructor, 

reading assistant, head cook, or chief dish washer, your time 

and patience will make all the difference.   

 

It won’t be perfect:  Thomas Edison said, “I didn’t fail ten 

thousand times. I successfully eliminated, ten thousand times, 

materials and combinations which wouldn’t work.”  As you 

develop an optimistic attitude about overcoming obstacles, 

you will see this powerful character trait spread through your 

home school family.   Work patiently with your wife and 

children to overcome tough obstacles you are sure to face.   

 

Smile and Laugh:  In the immortal words of Mary Poppins 

“A spoon full of sugar helps the medicine go down.” It is 

critical to remember that with all of the hard work that comes 

with home schooling, there has to be a large dose of fun 

(wholesome recreation).  Men are that they might have joy (2 

Nephi 2:25), “Just do it.” (Nike) 

 

Honor your Priesthood:  The greatest contributions a Father 

can make to his Family is by honoring his priesthood.  

Blessings that come from this are: frequent blessings, holding 

family prayers, family councils, daily scripture study, special 

father’s blessings, temple attendance, and many service 

opportunities.   

 

Fun and Informative Reference: 
A note from Melissa: I found this book absolutely hilarious, 

but Shawn only smiled every once in a while as I read it out 

loud to him. You’ll understand when you read it!  

Help!  I’m Married to a Homeschooling Mom: Showing Dads 

How to Meet the Needs of Their Homeschooling Wives by 

Todd Wilson 

 


