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Correcting, Not Criticizing 
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__________________ 

Melissa Coombs and her husband, Shawn, have 
three sons and two daughters.  They have been 
homeschooling for ten years. 
 

Brigham Young: 
“Bring up your children in the love and fear of the Lord; study 

their dispositions and their temperaments, and deal with them 

accordingly, never allowing yourself to correct them in the 

heat of passion; teach them to love you rather than to fear 

you.” (Discourses of Brigham Young, 1941, p. 207.) 

 

Elder H. Burke Peterson:  

“I personally have a hard time with people who say they 

believe in constructive criticism.  My experience does not lead 

me to believe there is such a thing.  My point of view is that 

criticism had a connotation that does not come from above.  I 

think it is important to note that correction is different from 

criticism.  The Lord discussed correction in his revelation the 

prophet Joseph Smith (D&C 121:43).  He emphasized that any 

corrections are to be performed when moved upon by the Holy 

Ghost……Criticism is more judgment oriented than 

correction, and most of us do not have sufficient knowledge to 

be critical of others – especially of a spouse and children who 

are still growing and developing as we are.” 

 

Brigham Young gave us a key to making righteous reproof 

possible: 

“If you are ever called to chasten a person, never chasten 

beyond the balm you have within you to bind up. … When 

you have the chastening rod in your hands, ask God to give 

you wisdom to use it, that you may not use it to the destruction 

of an individual, but to his salvation.” (Journal of Discourses, 

9:124–25.) 

 

Elder H. Burke Peterson: 

Another misunderstood and misused scripture is Doctrine and 

Covenants 121:43, which reads, “Reproving betimes with 

sharpness, when moved upon by the Holy Ghost; and then 

showing forth afterwards an increase of love toward him 

whom thou hast reproved, lest he esteem thee to be his 

enemy.”  

 

Perhaps we should consider what it means to reprove with 

sharpness. Reproving with sharpness means reproving with 

clarity, with loving firmness, with serious intent. It does not 

mean reproving with sarcasm, or with bitterness, or with 

clenched teeth and raised voice. One who reproves as the Lord 

has directed deals in principles, not personalities. He does not 

attack character or demean an individual. (Ensign, July 1989, 

“Unrighteous Dominion”) 

 

President Gordon B. Hinckley:  
“There is no discipline in all the world like the discipline of 

love. It has a magic all its own.” (Ensign, June 1985, p. 6.) 

 

Joe Newman author of Raising Lions (See blog 

http://raisinglions.com/blog/) 

Sometimes the child with the worst attitude is the child with 

the biggest struggle.  It’s important to remember that a child’s 

attitude toward school is often shaped by the reactions they get 

from parents and teachers. When we take a deeper look at 

children with behavior problems we can see the natural and 

healthy motivation that underlies their disruptive behavior. 

The key to turning around the above scenario is to learn how 

to give consequences that emphasize the child’s choices and 

power while taking all judgment and emotion out of our 

language when we give these consequences.  And perhaps 

most importantly, to speak with a tone of understanding and 

empathy while still setting firm boundaries for behavior in a 

classroom or at home.  In this way a child who is struggling 

and angry can feel that the adult is more their coach than their 

adversary while learning to adapt to difficult and challenging 

situations. 

An Amazing Website: 

Teaching Self Government 

 http://teachingselfgovernment.com/ 

This is Nicholeen Peck’s website, author of “Parenting A 

House United: Changing Children's Hearts and Behaviors by 

Teaching Self Government.” There is a lot of fabulous 

information, videos, and resources to help us learn how to be 

calm, wonderful parents! : ) 

 

Two Wonderful Talks to Read: 

Disciplining with Love, Ensign, Sept 1985 

Love, Limits and Latitude, Ensign, Aug 2008 
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