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Nature Studies/Wild Days: Making Homeschool the Best School 
by Kathryn Louis 

 

Prepared for the 2011 LDSEHE Home Education Conference in Virginia Beach, Virginia 

 

__________________ 

Kathryn Louis (aka Ginger Conrad) and her 

husband, Joseph, homeschooled their children in 

one form or another since 1982 in the states of 

Washington, Hawaii, and Utah. 

 

Websites: MilestonesAcademy.com, 

LearningHomeschool.com, LearningHomeschoolMentor.com 

 

Books Authored: The Pantry Principle, The New Pantry 

Principle, Homeschool Blast Off: From the Basement to the 

Moon in 35 days, Lessons in the English Language for the 

LDS Child Levels A-D, Levi’s Life, The Three Baers, 

Discovering the Third Day: Botany, Discovering the Fourth 

Day: Astronomy, Scholarship and the Productive Life, 

Wisdom, Stature, Favor: Anatomy and Physiology of the 

Human Body 

 

Stories: 

1. Baby son outdoors 

2. Sick son 

3. Young adult son connect 

 

Quotes: 

1. “We must assist the child to educate himself on 

Nature’s lines, and we must take care not to supplant 

and crowd out Nature and her methods with that 

which we call education.  Object lessons should be 

incidental; and this is where the family enjoys the 

great advantage over the school. The child who finds 

that wonderful and beautiful object, a “paper” wasp’s 

nest…has his lesson on the spot from Father or 

Mother.”  Charlotte Mason, The Original 

Homeschooling Series, V2, P18 

 

2. “Here is a duty that lies upon us all; for we all enter 

on the inheritance of the heavens and the earth, the 

flowers of the field and the birds of the air. These are 

things to which we have right, no one can take them 

from us; but, until we get as much as a nodding and 

naming acquaintance with the things of Nature, they 

are a cause rather of irritation and depression than of 

joy.” CM, V4, P97 

 

3. “A love of nature, implanted so early that it will seem 

to them hereafter to have been born in them, will 

enrich their lives with pure interests, absorbing 

pursuits, health, and good humor.” CM V1, P71 

 

4. “From the flower in the crannied wall to the glorious 

firmament on high, all the things of nature proclaim 

without ceasing, ‘Great and Marvelous are Thy works, 

Lord God Almighty.’” CM V4, P100 

 

5. “…learn of every truth, of every virtue, of every 

principle of intelligence known among men, together 

with those that God has revealed for our special 

guidance, and apply them to our everyday life, and 

thus educate ourselves and our children in everything 

that tends to exalt man.” (President John Taylor) 

 

6. “The unobservant person states that an object is light, 

and considers that he has stated an ultimate fact. The 

observant person makes the same statement, but has 

in his mind a relative scale, and his judgment is of 

more value because he compares, silently, with a 

series of substances to which this is relatively light.” 

CM, V2, P183 

 

7. “The question of out-or-door exercise in winter and in 

wet weather is really more important; for whom that 

could, would not be abroad in the summer time: If the 

children are to have what is quite the best thing for 

them, they should be…every day in the open air all 

through winter.” CM, V1, P85 

 

8. “But what about the wet days? The fact is, that rain, 

unless of the heaviest, does the children no harm at all 

if they are suitably clothed.” CM, V1, P85 

 

9. “…for children—who not only breathe, but grow; who 

require, proportionately, more oxygen than adults 

need for their vital processes—it is absolutely cruel 

not to give them very frequent, if not daily copious 

draughts of invitiated, and unimpoverished air…But 

this is only one of the reasons why…they want light, 

solar light, as well as air…to secure the ruddy glow of 

perfect health.” CM, V1, P95 

 

10. “There is no kind of knowledge to be had in these 

early years so valuable to children as that which they 

get for themselves, of the world they live in. Let them 

at once get into touch with nature, and a habit is 

formed which will be a source of delight through life. 

We are all meant to be naturalists, each to his own 

degree, and it is inexcusable to live in a world too full 

of marvels of plant and animal life and to care for 

none of these things.” CM, V1, P61 

 

Useful Links: 

www.oplin.org/tree/index.html 

www.realtimerendering.com/flowers/flowers.html 

www.amentsoc.org/insects/what-bug-is-this/ 

www.identify.whatbird.com/mwg/_/0/attrs.aspx 
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