
America Matters: What Does the 
Constitution Mean to You and 
What Can You Do to Save it?

By Timothy B. Lewis



1.America is Unique and Must Be Preserved

President J. Reuben Clark, Jr. made the 
following comments about the importance 
of America to the world:  

“…[God] decreed that America should be 
free, that liberty might find a dwelling place 
on earth, to the end that His purposes might 
be worked out. And His decrees never fail.”



“Looking at the whole course of history, 
seeing in the onward march of humanity the 
guiding hand of God, we have a right to see 
in our government and its great free 
institutions the handiwork of the Almighty. 
We may rightfully see in our free institutions 
a sacred bequest, which is ours not only for 
the benefit of ourselves but as a holy trust 
for all mankind. 



“I beseech you young people never, in all 
your future lives, to lose sight of this great 
truth which proclaims the true destiny of 
America, [which is] the spread of free 
institutions to all the peoples of the world. 
The peace and happiness of us now living 
and of those who follow after us depend 
upon our devotion to this high destiny. 



“Your service is now demanded in the 
same holy cause, for the same sacred 
purpose, for which our fathers died on the 
battle fields of this great Republic, a purpose 
which Lincoln declared at Gettysburg to be 
‘That government of the people, by the 
people, and for the people may not perish 
from the earth.’”



How would an ordinary teenager (not an 
extraordinary one like you) define “liberty?”

The total absence of law; total unrestrained 
individual choice coupled with freedom from 
having to suffer any resulting natural 
negative consequences through taxpayer-
funded rescues.



In his letter of transmittal from the 
Constitutional Convention to the states, 
George Washington wisely observed:

“Individuals entering into society must give 
up a share of liberty to preserve the rest.”

So Washington could see that there must be 
some man-made law for societies to survive.



J. Reuben Clark, Jr. said: “I have often put the 
situation thus: we look into our laws to see 
what we may not do, for we may do anything 
we have not given away, for the whole 
residuum is ours.  They look into their laws to 
see what they may do, for they may do only 
the things the Emperor has said they may do 
for all the residuum of power is in him.  This 
makes us free men; it makes them subjects.”



In other words, for a people to call themselves “free” does 
not mean that they are subject to no laws, but rather, that 
they are subject only to those laws they themselves have 
given their government the power to make.  In a republic 
such as ours, at any time the people can withdraw 
previously granted powers or grant more.  Thus, 
ultimately, from the bottom-up rather than the top-down, 
the people are free to choose the limits and extents of 
their individual liberties on the one hand and, on the 
other, their collective legal regulations for the sake of 
creating and preserving the type of civil society they 
desire.



Elsewhere Clark observed: 

“…[A] free government is a government by 

uncontrolled majorities.  I think the world has never 

seen any other kind of free government….* * * 

Liberty, freedom, is the right of the majority to rule.

”

I don’t have time to say anymore about this now 

but you can pursue the issue further in my book 

entitled Usurpation.



On another occasion Pres. Clark observed:

“This country of ours with all its blessings of 
liberty and free institutions is worth 
saving....History has no record of blessings to 
any other people in all time, such as have been 
vouchsafed to us ….



“My religion teaches me that all this is not 
mere fortuitous chance, but is the working out 
of a Divine plan…. God… has declared, ‘I 
established the Constitution of this land, by the 
hands of wise men whom I raised up unto this 
very purpose,’ that ‘the laws and constitution 
of the people…should be maintained for the 
rights and protection of all flesh, according to 
just and holy principles’ (D&C 101:77, 80).  



“….It is my conviction, that God inspired the inditing
of that document [the Constitution]. Thus the 
Constitution becomes sacred scripture to me. It is the 
greatest political heritage ever bequeathed by fathers to 
their posterity. God grant we may preserve it.

“But there was a canker in that document as it came 
from the pen of the Fathers––it permitted human 
slavery. God’s law is a law of freedom, the law of free 
agency for the individual. God never intended that one 
man should own another.”



“My belief is that God has declared this to be a 
‘land…choice above all other lands’ (2 Nephi 1:5), 
and that so long as the people dwelling hereon shall 
live righteously, acknowledging Jesus as the Christ, 
it will be a blessed land to them, even as it has been 
blessed in the past – blessed with plenty, with 
liberty, with free institutions.  But my teaching also 
has been that if the people of this land shall forsake 
Jesus the Christ, God will not hold it longer in the 
hollow of His hand.



“I love my country.  Next to my God, comes 
my country….No patriot wishes ill for his 
country.  But the danger always is in a Republic, 
and particularly in a happy Republic such as 
ours has been, that the citizenry will not be 
conscious of threatening dangers.  Such is our 
case today.”



In 1884 Herbert Spencer complained about the political 
apathy he saw in his native England.  He said this 
resulted from people only being willing to read what 
amused them rather than what instructed them.  He 
criticized the schools for assigning readings that “foster 
pleasant illusions rather than those which insist upon 
hard realities.”  In a similar vein, Pres. Clark said:  “there 
always comes a time when unpleasant truths must be 
retold, even though the retelling disturbs the ease and 
quiet of a luxurious error.  Today seems to be such a 
time….”



2. How Will You Fit Into The Following Prophecies 
About Saving America?

Pres. Brigham Young:
“Will the Constitution be destroyed?  No; it will 

be held inviolate by this people; and, as Joseph 
Smith said, ‘the time will come when the destiny of 
the nation will hang upon a single thread.  At this 
critical juncture, this people will step forth and save 
it from the threatened destruction.’ It will be so.”



Elder Ezra Taft Benson:
“In connection with the attack on the United States, the 

Lord told the Prophet Joseph Smith there would be an attempt 
to overthrow the country by destroying the Constitution.  
Joseph Smith predicted that the time would come when the 
Constitution would hang as it were by a thread, and at that 
time, ‘this people will step forth and save it from the 
threatened destruction.’  It is my conviction that the Elders of 
Israel, widely spread over the nation, will, at that crucial time, 
successfully rally the righteous of our country and provide the 
necessary balance of strength to save the institutions of 
Constitutional government.  Now is the time to get ready.”



Pres. Clark said:
“You and I have heard all our lives that the 
time may come when the Constitution may 
hang by a thread.  I do not know whether it is a 
thread or a small rope by which it now hangs, 
but I do know that whether it shall live or die is 
now in the balance.”



Pres. John Taylor declared that the Elders of Israel should 
“begin to understand that they have something to do 
with the world politically as well as religiously, that it is as 
much their duty to study correct political principles as 
well as religious, and to seek to know and comprehend 
the social and political interests of man, and to learn and 
to be able to teach that which would be best calculated 
to promote the interests of the world.” (emphasis 
added—so one idea or principle is not necessarily equal 
to another, but some are correct and some incorrect.)



Pres. Heber J. Grant plead: “I counsel you, I 
urge you, I plead with you, never, so far as you 
have voice or influence, permit any departure 
from the principles of government on which 
this nation was founded, or any disregard of 
the freedoms which, by the inspiration of God 
our Father, were written into the Constitution 
of the United States.”



Pres. J. Reuben Clark, Jr. said:
“I have said to you before, brethren, that to me the 

Constitution is a part of my religion.  In its place it is just as much a 
part of my religion as any other part.  It is a part of my religion 
because it is one of those institutions which God has set up for His 
own purposes, and, as one of the brethren said today, set up so 
that this Church might be established, because under no other 
government in the world could the Church have been established 
as it has been established under this Government.* * *  “So, 
brethren, I wish you to understand that when we begin to tamper 
with the Constitution we begin to tamper with the law of Zion 
which God Himself set up, and no one may trifle with the word of 
God with impunity.” 



Chief Justice John Marshall’s words in Marbury v. Madison:
“That the people have an original right to establish, for their 
future government, such principles as, in their opinion, shall 
most conduce to their own happiness, is the basis, on which 
the whole American fabric has been erected.  The exercise of 
this original right [i.e. the creation and adoption of the 
Constitution itself] is a very great exertion; nor can it, nor 
ought it to be frequently repeated. The principles, therefore, 
so established, are deemed fundamental. And as the 
authority, from which they proceed [i.e. the people], is 
supreme, and can seldom act, they are designed to be 
permanent.” (emphasis added)



Pres. David O. McKay counseled: 

“Let every loyal member of the Church look down 
with scorn upon any man or woman who would 
undermine [the] Constitution.”

“Next to being one in worshiping God, there is 
nothing in this world upon which this Church should 
be more united than in upholding and defending 
the Constitution of the United States!”



Pres. David O. McKay also said: 
“We find ourselves now immersed in a great political campaign in 

America for the purpose of selecting candidates for office in local, state, and 
national positions.  We urge you as citizens to participate in this great 
democratic process in accordance with your honest political convictions.

“However, above all else, strive to support good and conscientious 
candidates of either party who are aware of the great dangers inherent in 
communism and who are truly dedicated to the Constitution in the tradition 
of our founding fathers.  They should also pledge their sincere fealty to our 
way of liberty—a liberty which aims at the preservation of both personal 
and property rights.  Study the issues, analyze the candidates on these 
grounds, and then exercise your franchise as free men and women.  Never 
be found guilty of exchanging your birthright for a mess of pottage!” 
(emphasis added)



Pres. Ezra Taft Benson warned:
"It is our own ignorance -- ignorance of our own history and 

our heritage of liberty that threatens us. It is our ignorance of the 
true nature of our enemy, socialistic communism, that threatens 
us.... Our own lack of faith in freedom and ourselves, our own lack 
of confidence in the greatness of America and all that she stands 
for, morally and materially, is what puts us in mortal danger.” (April 

1962 General Conference)

“Unless we as citizens of this nation [1] forsake our sins, 
political and otherwise, and [2] return to the fundamental 
principles of [a] Christianity and [b] of constitutional government, 
we will lose our political liberties, our free institutions, and will 
stand in jeopardy before God of losing our exaltation….



Pres. Ezra Taft Benson continued:
“May we select only those who understand and will adhere to 

Constitutional principles. To do so, we need to understand these 
principles ourselves….

“…We should understand the Constitution as the founders 
meant that it should be understood. We can do this by reading 
their words about it, such as those contained in the Federalist 
Papers. Such understanding is essential if we are to preserve what 
God has given us.

“I reverence the Constitution of the United States as a sacred 
document. To me its words are akin to the revelations of God, for 
God has placed his stamp of approval on the Constitution of this 
land.” (April 1976 General Conference)



4. Take Heart—The Prophecies will be fulfilled—the 
Constitution will be saved.

Pres. Harold B. Lee said:
“Men may fail in this country, earthquakes may come, seas 

may heave beyond their bounds, there may be great drought, 
disaster, and hardship, but this nation, founded on principles 
laid down by men whom God raised up, will never fail.

“This is the cradle of humanity, where life on this earth 
began in the Garden of Eden. This is the place of the New 
Jerusalem. . . . This is the place where the Savior will come to 
His temple.



“We are living in a time of great crisis. The 
Country is torn with scandal and with criticism, with 
faultfinding and condemnation. There are those 
who have downgraded the image of this nation as 
probably never before in the history of the country.

“I plead with you not to preach 
pessimism. Preach that this is the greatest country 
in all the world. . . . It is the nation that will stand 
despite whatever trials or crises it may yet have to 
pass through.



“We must be on the optimistic side. This is a 
great nation; this is a great country; this is the most 
favored of all lands. While it is true that there are 
dangers and difficulties that lie ahead of us, we 
must not assume that we are going to stand by and 
watch the country go to ruin. We should not be 
heard to predict ills and calamities for the 
nation. On the contrary, we should be providing 
optimistic support for the nation.



“You must remember . . . that this church is 
one of the most powerful agencies for the 
progress of the world, and we should . . . all 
sound with one voice. We must tell the world 
how we feel about this land and this nation and 
should bear our testimonies about the great 
mission and destiny that it has.



“If we do this, we will help turn the tide of this great 
country and lessen the influence of the pessimists. We 
must be careful that we do not say or do anything that 
will further weaken the country. It is the negative, 
pessimistic comments about the nation that do as much 
harm as anything to the country today. We who carry 
these sacred responsibilities must preach the gospel of 
peace, and peace can only come by overcoming the 
things of the world. Now, we must be the dynamic force 
that will help turn the tide of fear and pessimism.”



Elder Bruce R. McConkie said:
“It is our firm conviction as a people that the stars 

and stripes will be waving triumphantly in the breeze, 
as a symbol of the greatness and stability of the 
United States of America, when the Lord comes.  This 
nation was established to be the Lord’s base of 
operations in this final gospel dispensation.  From it 
the gospel is to go to every other nation and people.  
The greater its influence among the nations of the 
world, the more rapidly the gospel spreads.”



What part will you play in fulfilling the prior prophecies about the 
members of the church stepping forward to save the U.S. Constitution 
and our nation?  Since we know the ultimate outcome, don’t you want 
to step up and do your part?

As Pres. Benson believed, I believe we cannot succeed alone but must 
join with other Christians to accomplish our task.  In my opinion, one of 
our greatest constitutional scholars today is a Baptist by the name of 
David Barton.  He has written several books on the subject like Original 
Intents.  I recommend them to you.

If you would like free access to my materials on the subject, contact me 
at lewis_t@suu.edu.  



3. Exceeding Constitutionally Delegated Authority To The Federal Government = Tyranny.
One of the most fundamental principles of Constitutional government that is regularly violated 
is the principle of limited delegated authority to the federal government.

The dinner conversation with my son-in-law when he asked: “Where does it say in the 
Constitution that the federal government can’t do that?”

Sadly, that is a question which would be asked by millions of American’s today because they 
have not been properly taught their American constitutional history.  It betrays an ignorance of 
our basic constitutional structure.  

When the Constitutional Convention ended and the proposed Constitution was submitted to 
the states for adoption, not everyone supported it.  Those who supported adoption were 
called “federalists” and those who opposed adoption were called “anti-federalists.”  The 
number one fear that the anti-federalists entertained was that the Constitution would create 
too strong of a central government.  Hence, the most fundamental and oft-repeated argument 
woven into the Federalist Papers was the notion of limited delegated authority to the federal 
government.  



In the Federalist Papers, James Madison said:
"The powers delegated by the proposed Constitution to the federal government are few and 
defined.  Those which are to remain in the state governments are numerous and indefinite."

The most official enunciation of the principle appears in the 10th Amendment which reads: 
“The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the 
states, are reserved to the states respectively, or to the people.”

So contrary to my son-in-law’s presumption, silence in the Constitution implies the lack of 
federal authority, not its existence.

This basic presumption allows the Constitution to be a short document.

This presumption was intended to protect us from the abuse of power at the federal level 
because of the basic nature of man when it comes to power and authority.  Consider some 
quotes.



Lord Acton, a Catholic historian in England, famously observed:
“I cannot accept your canon that we are to judge Pope and King unlike other men, with 

a favorable presumption that they did no wrong. If there is any presumption it is the other way 
against holders of power, increasing as the power increases. Historic responsibility has to make 
up for the want of legal responsibility. Power tends to corrupt and absolute power corrupts 
absolutely. Great men are almost always bad men, even when they exercise influence and not 
authority: still more when you superadd the tendency or the certainty of corruption by 
authority. There is no worse heresy than that the office sanctifies the holder of it.” (Letter to Mandell

Creighton (5 April 1887), published in Historical Essays and Studies, by John Emerich Edward Dalberg-Acton (1907), edited by John Neville Figgis and Reginald Vere Laurence, Appendix, p. 504; 
also in Essays on Freedom and Power (1972))

Thomas Jefferson counseled:
"...[I]t would be a dangerous delusion were a confidence in the men of our choice to 

silence our fears for the safety of our rights....confidence is everywhere the parent of 
despotism [–] free government is founded in jealousy, and not in confidence; it is jealousy and 
not confidence which prescribes limited constitutions, to bind down those whom we are 
obligated to trust with power....our Constitution has accordingly fixed the limits to which, and 
no further, our confidence may go....In questions of power, then, let no more be heard of 
confidence in man, but bind him down from mischief by the chains of the Constitution."



D&C 121:39
“We have learned by sad experience that it is the nature and disposition of almost all 

men, as soon as they get a little authority, as they suppose, they will immediately begin to 
exercise unrighteous dominion.”

Pres. Ezra Taft Benson applied this in the constitutional context by saying:
“The Founding Fathers well understood human nature and its tendency to exercise 

unrighteous dominion when given authority.  A Constitution was therefore designed to limit 
government to certain enumerated functions, beyond which was tyranny.” (“The 
Constitution—A Glorious Standard,” Sept. 1987 Ensign—this address in its entirety is a must-
read for those wishing to understand the Constitution.)



Pres. Benson said:
“…The whole program of socialistic-communism is essentially a war against God and 

the plan of salvation -- the very plan which we fought to uphold during "the war in heaven."
* * *

“The fight against godless communism is a very real part of every man's duty who 
holds the priesthood. It is the fight against slavery, immorality, atheism, terrorism, cruelty, 
barbarism, deceit, and the destruction of human life through a kind of tyranny unsurpassed by 
anything in human history. Here is a struggle against the evil, satanical priestcraft of Lucifer. 
Truly it can be called, "a continuation of the war in heaven."

“In the war in heaven the devil advocated absolute eternal security at the sacrifice of 
our freedom….yet the very God of heaven, who has more mercy than us all, still decreed no 
guaranteed security except by a man’s own freedom of choice and individual initiative.

“Today the devil as a wolf in a supposedly new suit of sheep’s clothing is enticing some 
men, both in and out of the Church, to parrot his line by advocating planned government 
guaranteed security programs at the expense of our liberties. Latter-day Saints should be 
reminded how and why they voted as they did in heaven. If some have decided to change 
their vote they should repent—throw their support on the side of freedom—and cease 
promoting this subversion.”(Oct. 1961 General Conference)



J. Reuben Clark, Jr.:
“Tyranny has never come to live with any people with a placard on his breast bearing his name. 
He always comes in deep disguise, sometimes proclaiming an endowment of freedom. 
Sometimes promising to help the unfortunate and downtrodden, not by creating something for 
those who do not have, but by robbing those who have. But Tyranny is always a wolf in sheep’s 
clothing, and he always ends by devouring the whole flock, saving none.  So it is today.”

“But we must not forget that some men are still selfish, that they still love power and dominion, 
that they still use all the means necessary to secure their ends. Tyranny has been so long away 
from us, that our ears do not detect his tread, our eyes do not recognize his face and then he 
comes in so many guises. What our fathers knew of him instinctively, we do not now know even 
by inspection. We must not sleep, lest we shall be bound before we waken. And while we watch 
and examine to spy out him who comes to rob us of our heritage, let us remember no tyrant is 
so hard to discern, none is so hard to unmask, as he who comes in the garb of a hypocritical 
interest in the welfare of the common people.” 


