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Paradigm Shift



“What is most important and 

valuable about the home as a 

base for children's growth into 

the world is not that it is a 

better school than the schools, 

but that it isn't a school at all.” 

John Holt



What do we want 

to accomplish?



“The home is the first and most 

effective place to learn the lessons of 

life: truth, honor, virtue, self control, the 

value of education, honest work, and 

the purpose and privilege of life. 

Nothing can take the place of home in 

rearing and teaching children, and no 

other success can compensate for 
failure in the home.” 

David O. McKay



“All men who have turned 

out worth anything have 

had the chief hand in their 

own education.” 

Walter Scott



Where do I start?

So many things to choose from…



“The journey of a 

thousand miles begins 

with a single step.”

Laozi, Tao Te Ching 

Start doing something



Resources

Mentors: Local groups

Online: Blogs, websites, videos, games…

Stuff: Books, Curriculum

Conferences

Many, many more



Yippee! You can study 

the things that you like!



"I don't think I 

learned nearly as 

much from my 

formal education 

as from the books I 

read instead of 

doing homework."

Madeleine L’Engle



“When we try to pick out anything 
by itself, we find it is tied to 
everything else in the universe.”

John Muir 

Studying anything can lead to studying everything.





“We can get too easily 

bogged down in the 

academic part of 

homeschooling, a 

relatively minor part of 

the whole, which is to 

raise competent, caring, 

literate, happy people.” 
Diane Flynn Keith

Academics isn’t 

the only thing…



“Here lies the real power of family work--its potential 

to transform lives, to forge strong families, to build 

strong communities. It is the power to quietly, 

effectively urge hearts and minds toward a oneness 

known only in Zion.”

Kathleen Slaugh Bahr and Cheri A. Loveless

BYU Magazine, Spring 2000

Working together as a family.



A few basic 

Laws of Curriculum...



You may love love love a 

curriculum, but that doesn’t 

mean that it will work



Don’t make things too complicated.



Beware of preparation time



Sometimes your kids will 

hate the right curriculum



You don’t have to use a 

curriculum

"If you have a garden 

and a library, you 

have everything you 

need." ~ Cicero



Plans are great… but 

sometimes they have to change

“I haven’t failed.  

I’ve found ten 

thousand ways 

that don’t work” 

Thomas Edison



Getting through

the day...



Routines

"The best preparation for living a real life is: 

living a real life."                    --Danielle Young



Checklists

“When a man knows he is to be hanged in a 

fortnight, it concentrates his mind wonderfully.” 

–Samuel Johnson



Accountability

"Accountability is the natural product of 

agency and is the basis of the plan of life." 

--Elaine Cannon, Oct Conf 1983



Rewards

“The reward of a thing well done is having 

done it.”

Ralph Waldo Emerson



Little kids



Zen of Laundry

Find 

peace 

where 

you can.



Seize the moment

Find perfect 

moments and 

forget about 

perfect days.



Know when you are beat

“Some things 

cannot be 

overcome with 

determination 

and a positive 

attitude.”



Getting through

the week/month...



Weekly Planning Meeting

“When the effective leader is finished with his work, 

the people say it happened naturally.” –Lao Tse



Co-ops, clubs, and other groups

“Peace, commerce, and honest friendship with all 

nations, entangling alliances with none.”

–Thomas Jefferson



Editing

“There is no way to find the best design except to 

try out as many designs as possible and discard 

the failures.”                                 –Freeman Dyson



Simplifying and

Enlarging Capacity

Simplifying may not 

mean that your life 

gets any simpler…



Find your best self.



Nurture yourself and nurture your 

marriage

Couples need private time to observe, to talk, and 

really listen to each other... They should strive to 

elevate and motivate each other.

Russell M. Nelson, Apr 2006



Don’t get stuck in survival mode.



“The achievement of goals is 

important.  But the real juice of 

life, whether it be sweet or 

bitter, is to be found not nearly 

so much in the products of our 

efforts as in the process of 

living itself, in how it feels to be 

alive.”  

--George Leonard “Mastery”



And don’t forget...

the joy of homeschool



Trust yourself and 

trust your children

We all help each other.



"The power to learn or not 

learn is always ultimately 

in the hands of the learner, 

no matter what kind of 

schooling is done.”

Sandra Dodd



I went to the woods because I 

wished to live deliberately, 

to front only the essential facts 

of life, and see if I could not 

learn what it had to teach, and 

not, when I came to die, 

discover that I had not lived.

Henry David Thoreau



• Compass: Walt Stoneburner https://www.flickr.com/photos/waltstoneburner/6170496511/in/photostream/
• Stars: Flickr user DonkeyHotey, used under Creative Commons license
• Leaf: http://picdrome.com/albums/nature/fallen-yellow-leaf.jpg
• Footprints: PhotoEverywhere.co.uk - This image is available under a Creative Commons license
• Mohandas K. Gandhi. From Wikimedia Commons, the free media repository
• Scrunched face guy: Joint Base Lewis McChord via Creative Commons
• Woman at mailbox: Photo from Smithsonian Institution collection. Used under Creative Commons
• Person on mountain: Creative Commons: Christopher Schoenbohm, 2011
• Cowboy: http://www.old-picture.com/old-west/Bucking-Bronco.htm
• Rope: Annette Tallo, licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 United States License.
• http://www.old-picture.com/civil-war/Civil-Life-War.htm
• Video game kids: photo by coba at flickr.com, via Creative Commons.
• Person on tires: Jane Rahman / Creative Commons
• Crazy mom: Butt And Better 4, flickr.com, Creative Commons
• Boy hates homework: http://www.kidspot.com.au/why-kids-aged-under-14-dont-need-homework/
• Girl doing homework: Anthony Kelly, flickr.com, Creative Commons
• Library: CCAC North Library / Creative Commons. by Kai Ryssdal
• Football board: http://brophyfootball.blogspot.com/2011/05/get-back-to-fundamentals-coverages.html, Creative Commons
• Old Schoolhouse: http://www.old-picture.com/american-legacy/001/School-Room.htm
• Soldier: http://www.old-picture.com/american-legacy/007/Saluting-Flag.htm
• Laundry: http://kayleedmurphy.com/2013/07/mindfulness-starts-with-your-intention/
• Balancing man: http://www.old-picture.com/american-history-1900-1930s/Balancing-Act.htm

• Kids on Slide: http://www.old-picture.com/american-legacy/001/Playroom.htm
• Circle of kids: http://www.old-picture.com/american-legacy/001/Children-Sitting-Circle-in.htm
• 50’s couple: http://leftcoastcowboys.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/img119_3_2.jpg
• Jar of rocks: http://www.ardonnaturalenglish.com/2013_03_01_archive.html
• Big machine: http://www.old-picture.com/american-legacy/006/Electronic-Equipment.htm
• Dancing girls: Pink Sherbert Photography/Creative Commons
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