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History, Geography, Math, and Science
with a Charlotte Mason Twist

Penny Gardner
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Living Books

“The children must enjoy the book.
The ideas it holds must each make that sudden,

delightful impact upon their minds,
must cause that intellectual stir,

which is the inception of an idea.”
~ Charlotte Mason

A living book is one that captures your imagination,
changes your life in some way, gives you new ideas,
or broadens your mind. Read many living books on
many subjects. Original ideas are passed from the
author, who is passionate about his subject, to the
reader. Living books are literary in style with rich
vocabulary and levels of meaning. They provide
material for intellectual growth and moral
development. Use living books as the core for
History. Supplement Geography, Math, and Science
with living books.

History

Read and narrate living books, including
biographies.

Enrich with hands-on projects and/or field trips.

Create a timeline or keep narrations in chronological
order. Or use index cards to record history and keep
in a file box.

“The fatal mistake is in the notion that he must learn
‘outlines,’ of the whole history…of the world. Let
him…linger pleasantly over the history of a single

man, a short period, until he thinks the thought of that
man, is at home in the ways of that period. Though
he is reading and thinking of the life time of a single
man, he is really getting acquainted with the history
of a whole nation, for a whole age.”

~ Charlotte Mason

“In school, history can seem the most tedious of
subjects: so many facts, names and dates that mean
little to nothing. But history is not something obscure
or unimportant. In fact, it plays a vital role in our
everyday lives. We study our past in order to achieve
greater influence over our future. It is from history that
we learn what to champion and what to avoid.
Decision-making around the world, every day, is
based on what came before us. Why? Because
history matters.”

From “History Matters” by Steve Berry,
Costco Connection, June 2013

“History, really, is an extension of life. It enlarges and
intensifies the experience of being alive, like poetry
and art or music. And there’s no great secret to
making history come alive… ‘Tell stories.’ Part of
what that means is that history is ours to enjoy. If we
deny our children that enjoyment, that adventure,
…then we’re cheating them out of a full life.”

from David McCullough’s article in
Readers’ Digest, Dec. 2002
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Geography

Develop geographic knowledge as sparked by
current events, locations in novels and other reading
material, travels of family members and friends, and
so on.

“The peculiar value of geography
lies in its fitness to nourish the mind with ideas,
and to furnish the imagination with pictures…
The child gets his rudimentary notions of geography…
in those long hours out of door….
He gets his first notions of a map from a rude sketch…
or with a stick in the sand or gravel.”

~ Charlotte Mason

Math

“Mathematics depend upon the teacher rather than
upon the textbook and few subjects are worse
taught; chiefly because teachers have seldom time to
give the inspiring ideas…which should quicken
imagination. How living would Geometry become in
the light of the discoveries of Euclid as he made
them!” ~ Charlotte Mason

As well as following a math curriculum (on your
terms), read biographies of mathematicians to
humanize math. Add mathematicians to timeline
project.

Science

“Where science does not teach a child to wonder
and admire, it has perhaps no educational value…
Books dealing with science…should be of a literary
character, and we should probably be more
scientific as a people if we scrapped all the
textbooks…” ~ Charlotte Mason

Again, use living books to bring science to life. Add
information to timeline project.

Include experiments and activities employing the
scientific method. Participate in a science fair.

As in every other subject, the older scholar should be
independently reading a related, but more difficult
book. Request oral contributions to add depth and
other perspective to family discussions and written
essays. (See second page of the handout entitled,
“Language Arts the Charlotte Mason Way” for more
ideas on homeschooling older students.)

Nature study is another aspect of science that will be
covered in the next workshop.

Resources

Charlotte Mason Study Guide by Penny Gardner
available for $5 at www.pennygardner.com

Visit my website for many book lists. Each of these
subjects, and more, are covered.

Support your local library, and keep your budget, by
checking out books. Your librarian will appreciate
your patronage and may have additional reading
suggestions.

My Notes:


