
Family Work



My Husband’s Family



“I’m raising boys 

and not cows.”



Work in TJed
“A very important part of Core 
and Love of Learning Phase 
is to work together daily with 
parents… Those living on 
farms tend to find the Phases 
naturally; those in other 
settings need to give work 
(work that the family really 
depends upon) to young 
family members... We chose 
to have a little farm.”

(Core & Love of Learning: A Recipe for 
Success by Oliver & Rachel DeMille)



Idaho Missionaries



In the beginning, our goals were to:

• Help our children learn how to 
work

• Help them to develop positive 
attributes like stick-to-it-iveness
and being cheerful even when they 
are doing something they don’t 
want to do.

• Help them learn skills to help them 
prepare to take care of their own 
future family.

• Prepare them to effectively serve 
the Lord. 



“I believe that second only to 

ensuring that every child receives 

an understanding of the gospel of 

our Lord and Savior is teaching 

them the joy of honest labor.”

L. Tom Perry



“Work is always a 

spiritual necessity even 

if, for some, work is not 

an economic necessity.”

Neal A. Maxwell



“The prophet said to 

plant a garden.”



“I hope that we understand that, while having a garden, for instance, 

is often useful in reducing food costs and making available delicious 

fresh fruits and vegetables, it does much more than this. Who can 

gauge the value of that special chat between daughter and Dad as 

they weed or water the garden? How do we evaluate the good that 

comes from the obvious lessons of planting, cultivating, and the 

eternal law of the harvest? And how do we measure the family

togetherness and cooperating that must accompany successful 

canning? Yes, we are laying up resources in store, but perhaps the 

greater good is contained in the lessons of life we learn as we live 

providently and extend to our children their pioneer heritage”

Spencer W. Kimball



Law of the Harvest

Galatians 6:7: For whatsoever a 

man soweth, that shall he also reap. 



Bees Brothers



Bees Brothers



Earning Money
(without working on Sunday)



Educational



Get up early and work hard.
“I certainly did not always put 

my shoulder to the wheel with a 

“heart full of song,” but I did 

learn about shoulders and 

wheels, which helped later in 

life, when the wheels grew 

larger.” 

Neal A. Maxwell, April 

1998, “Put Your 

Shoulder to the Wheel”]



Sacrifice & Satisfaction

“Let us also teach our children to see that the work assigned is carried 
to its completion, to take pride in what they accomplish. There is a real 
satisfaction that comes from finishing a task, especially when it is the 
best work we know how to do.” (L. Tom Perry Oct 1986 “The Joy of 
Honest Labor”)



Conversations
“Ironically, it is the very things commonly disliked about family work that offer the greatest 

possibilities for nurturing close relationships and forging family ties. Some people dislike family 

work because, they say, it is mindless. Yet chores that can be done with a minimum of 

concentration leave our minds free to focus on one another as we work together. We can talk, 

sing, or tell stories as we work. Working side by side tends to dissolve feelings of hierarchy, 

making it easier for children to discuss topics of concern with their parents. Unlike play, which 

usually requires mental concentration as well as physical involvement, family work invites 

intimate conversation between parent and child.” 

Kathleen S. Bahr & Cheri A. Loveless (“Family Work”, BYU Magazine, Spring 2000)



Family enjoys each other
“At the end of a day’s 
work, there were stories to 
tell, experiences to laugh 
at, accomplishments to 
brag about…Our family 
work has become a big 
factor in bringing a higher 
degree of love, peace, and 
unity into our home. Many 
neighbors have 
commented on how much 
our children really enjoy 
each other.” 

President Dean Jarman, 
October 1982 , The Blessings of 
Family Work Projects

https://www.lds.org/general-conference/sessions/1982/10?lang=eng


Balm in difficult circumstances
“It felt good to be able to help the family in a 
small way, and though I did not know it at the 
time, the physical labor turned out to be a 
blessing to my health as well…It wasn’t 
easy, but the work kept us from dwelling too 
much on the difficulties of our 
circumstances. Although our situation didn’t 
change overnight, it did change. That’s the 
thing about work. If we simply keep at it—
steady and constant—things certainly will 
improve.” 

Dieter F. Uchtdorf, October 2009, “Two 
principles for any Economy”)]



So where do I start?



Start where you are
“We tend to think of household work as menial, and much 
of it is. Yet, because it is menial, even the smallest child 
can make a meaningful contribution. Children can learn to 
fold laundry, wash windows, or sort silverware with 
sufficient skill to feel valued as part of the family. Since 
daily tasks range from the simple to the complex, 
participants at every level can feel competent yet 
challenged, including the parents with their overall 
responsibility for coordinating tasks, people, and projects 
into a cooperative, working whole.

“Another characteristic of ordinary family work that gives it 
such power is repetition. Almost as quickly as it is done, it 
must be redone. Dust gathers on furniture, dirt 
accumulates on floors, beds get messed up, children get 
hungry and dirty, meals are eaten, clothes become soiled. 
As any homemaker can tell you, the work is never done. .. 
Each rendering of a task is a new invitation for all to enter 
the family circle. The most ordinary chores can become 
daily rituals of family love and belonging. Family identity is 
built moment by moment amidst the talking and teasing, 
the singing and storytelling, and even the quarreling and 
anguish that may attend such work sessions.” 

--Kathleen S. Bahr & Cheri A. Loveless (“Family Work”, 
BYU Magazine, Spring 2000)]



Teach and Mentor

“Work will be fun if the child succeeds. 

The first few times a child does a task, 

an adult or older child may need to work 

with him or her until the child learns to do 

it alone. Then we should recognize the 

child’s success and honestly praise his 

or her efforts. It is too easy to focus only 

on the things a child does wrong, 

because we want him or her to do better 

next time. Children usually work better 

when we focus on the things they do 

right.” 

(Lesson 15: Sharing in Family Work, 

Duties and Blessings of the Priesthood: 

Basic Manual for Priesthood Holders, 

Part B, (2000), 131–38)



Go ahead– try the garden

The worst thing 

that can happen 

is that everything 

will die…



Expand out…



Service Work



Other Work



Keep at it
23 And unto Adam, I, the Lord God, said: 

Because thou hast hearkened unto the 

voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the fruit 

of the tree of which I commanded thee, 

saying—Thou shalt not eat of it, cursed 

shall be the ground for thy sake; in 

sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy 

life.

24 Thorns also, and thistles shall it bring forth 

to thee, and thou shalt eat the herb of the 

field.

25 By the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat 

bread, until thou shalt return unto the 

ground—for thou shalt surely die—for out of 

it wast thou taken: for dust thou wast, and 

unto dust shalt thou return.

Moses 4:23-25



“Thrust in 

your sickle 

with all your 

soul, and your 

sins are 

forgiven you.”

D&C 31:5



“By work we sustain and enrich life. It enables us to survive the 

disappointments and tragedies of the mortal experience. Hard-

earned achievement brings a sense of self-worth. Work builds 

and refines character, creates beauty, and is the instrument of 

our service to one another and to God. A consecrated life is 

filled with work, sometimes repetitive, sometimes menial, 

sometimes unappreciated but always work that improves, 

orders, sustains, lifts, ministers, aspires.” 

(Reflections on a Consecrated Life)

D. Todd Christofferson


