
HIGH SCHOOL 
TIMELINES: 
Different Paths for 
Different Goals 



“ 
You have the potential to become anything to 
which you set your mind. You have a mind and 
a body and a spirit. With these three working 
together, you can walk the high road that leads 
to achievement and happiness. But this will 
require effort and sacrifice and faith.  
Pres. Gordon B. Hinckley 



“ 
You must get all of the education that you possibly can. Life has 
become so complex and competitive. You cannot assume that 
you have entitlements due you. You will be expected to put 
forth great effort and to use your best talents to make your way 
to the most wonderful future of which you are capable.  
 
Sacrifice a car; sacrifice anything that needs to be sacrificed to 
qualify yourselves to do the work of the world. That world will in 
large measure pay you what it thinks you are worth, and your 
worth will increase as you gain education and proficiency in 
your chosen field.                         Pres. Gordon B. Hinckley 



“ 

 
Judgement Call 

 
Flight attendant 

 
Airline executive 

 
Standard Procedure 

 
Baggage handler 

 
Pilot 

 
Low Stakes 

 
High Stakes 

 

“If you are wise, you’ll see money not as your reason for getting a good education 
and working hard, but as a by-product of it.” Henry J. Eyring, Major Decisions 
 
The most highly-paid people in the economy are those who make high-stakes judgments. 
 

“  



“ 

 
Judgement Call 

 
Hospital Food 

Service Manager 

 
Doctor 

 
Standard Procedure 

 
Janitor 

 
Nurse 

 
Low Stakes 

 
High Stakes 

 

“The most economically-valuable decisions…have far-reaching impact. If the decisions are 
good, the benefit to the world  is great. If the decisions are bad, the cost to the world is 
equally great.”   Henry J. Eyring, Major Decisions 

 

“  



Education and Life 
Goals:  
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╺ CES university 
╺ Non-CES university 
╺ Community college 
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╺ CES university 
╺ Non-CES university 
╺ Community college 
╺ Technical/specialty school (art, music, dance, 

drama, or computers etc.) 
╺ Pursuing online education or certification: non-

degree seeking 
╺ Apprenticeship or begin paid work in your 

desired field with the goal of moving up the 
career ladder 
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╺ CES university 
╺ Non-CES university 
╺ Community college 
╺ Technical/specialty school (art, music, dance, 

drama, or computers etc.) 
╺ Pursuing online education or certification: non-

degree seeking 
╺ Apprenticeship or begin paid work in your 

desired field with the goal of moving up the 
career ladder 

╺ Mission and/or Marriage 
 



The Goals of a 
Classical 
Education 
  
Not everyone 
needs to hit 
the “bullseye,” 
but get as 
close as you 
can while 
respecting the 
child’s unique 
needs.   
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The Little Prince 
(2015) 

10 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kXFUqlI8vSo


Train up a child 
in the way he 
should go: and 
when he is old, 
he will not 
depart from it.  
 
Proverbs 22:6 
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Academics  
at Home Early Years: 

 
Become 
A Family  
Of Bookworms 
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Academics  
at Home Early Years: 

 
Ask Questions 
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Academics  
at Home Early Years: 

 
 
 
 
 

Rock the Grammar 
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Academics  
at Home Early Years: 

 
Rite, 
Right, 
Write! 
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Academics  
at Home Early Years: 

 
Learn a 
Little  
Logic 
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Academics  
at Home Early Years: 

 
Dig Down 
to the 
Roots 
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Academics  
at Home Early Years: 

 
Speed Up! 



Clubs, Co-ops, and Classes 

Academics Away 
From Home 

Find opportunities for leadership and talent 
development that can lead to scholarship 
potential. 



College Prep Years: 
Grades 9 and 10 

GENERAL 

Begin exploring which colleges you’d like to attend. 
You may want to do a campus visit. 

**DO THEY WANT A HOMESCHOOL TRANSCRIPT?** 

**DO THEY REQUIRE SAT SUBJECT TESTS?** 

Determine if there are any specialty scholarships (at the 
college or otherwise) that you’d like to be considered 
for, and begin to look at specifics of applying. 

Decide whether to include AP/IB courses in your life. 

Do you want to do Pathway or online courses for 
college credit. 

 



College Prep Years: 
Grades 9 and 10 

FINANCE 

Discuss how the cost will be financed. 

Create a college savings account if not already done 
and begin stashing away - every little bit helps. 

Jobs can be a great confidence-builder and help you 
figure out what you do (or don’t) want to do.  

Scholarships - many non-traditional scholarships 
require that you apply before your senior year. 

 



College Prep Years: 
Grades 9 and 10 

PREPARE A HIGH SCHOOL COURSE OF STUDY: 
Transcript should have 26 credits                                           
(1 per 180 hours of study) 

Freshman: Algebra 1, Grammar/Writing, Ancient 
History/Literature, Science, Foreign Language, ACT prep 
 
Sophomore: Geometry, Grammar/Writing, World History-
Medieval through Renaissance/Literature, Science, 
Foreign Language, ACT prep 
 
Junior: Algebra 2, Grammar/Writing, Late Renaissance 
through Early Modern History/ Literature, Government , 
Science, Debate, ACT prep 
 
Senior: Pre-calculus/Trigonometry or Statistics,  
Grammar/Writing, Modern History/ Literature, 
Economics, a specialty course exploring his future major, 
Life Skills, Money management, Job or apprenticeship 
 

 



College Prep Years: 
Grades 9 and 10 

AP/IB Courses and Tests?  
 
Most colleges accept scores of 3 or above and 
award some college credit. Often this credit does 
NOT apply to your general (core or foundation) 
courses but may be applied to the major. 
 
You do NOT have to take the class to take the test. 
 
Register through your local high school  
 
CLEP? 
 
These are taken on college campuses. (BYU does 
not accept them for credit.)  
 

 



College Prep Years: 
Grades 9 and 10 

TESTING 

1 - Find out which test(s) are accepted by your 
colleges of choice and take practice tests. If either 
test is accepted, begin to prepare for the one that 
was easier for you. 

2 - If scores are low, create a plan to remediate those 
skills. 

3 -  Also begin some form of prep specific to the test: 
take a class, read a book, “question of the day.” 

 



SAT 

Section Questions   Total Time 

Reading 52 65 min. 

Writing 44 35 min. 

Math 58 80 min. 

Essay 1 50 min. 

Section Questions Total Time 

Reading 40 35 min. 

English 75 45 min. 

Math 60 60 min. 

Science 40 35 min. 

Essay 

(Optional) 

1 40 min. 

ACT 



This isn’t an anomaly; the trend 
goes back into the ‘90s or before. 
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College 
Entrance 

Years:  
Grades 11 

and 12 Fall of Junior Year 
 
Create a 2 year plan with all deadlines: tests, 
college applications, scholarship applications 
 
Take the PSAT in the fall of the Junior year (apply 
through your local high school) 
 
Begin daily test prep 



College 
Entrance 

Years:  
Grades 11 

and 12 Winter/Spring of Junior Year 
 
Register for your first ACT/SAT 
 
Take ACT/SAT 
 
Evaluate and decide if you need to retake 
 
Create a plan to improve your score  
 
AP exams are offered in May 
 



College 
Entrance 

Years:  
Grades 11 

and 12 Summer before Senior Year 
 
Study for ACT/SAT as needed 
 
Register for next test 
 
Begin applying for scholarships and/or financial aid 
 
Make a final decision on which colleges to apply for. 
 
Write a few college/scholarship essays, for practice 
and possible use 



College 
Entrance 

Years:  
Grades 11 

and 12 
Fall of Senior Year 
 
Ask people to write letters of recommendation  
(if needed) 
 
Retake ACT/SAT: Send highest score to universities 
of choice 
 
Take SAT subject tests if necessary 
 
Send in college applications by early consideration 
deadlines (can be November or December) 
 
Can submit FAFSA after October 1st 
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Academic year FAFSA open date Federal FAFSA deadline 

2017-18 Oct. 1, 2016 June 30, 2018 

2018-19 Oct. 1, 2017 June 30, 2019 

Free Application for Federal Student Aid 



College 
Entrance 

Years:  
Grades 11 

and 12 
Winter/Spring of Senior Year 
 
Receive response from applications, accept 
 
Submit deposit for enrollment and/or housing 
 
Find out dates for class registration and housing 
selection 
 
Keep applying for scholarships and loans if needed 
  
 
 
 



Don’t Lose Sight of 
the Beautiful Things 

 
Treasure the 

Moments 



What about those who don’t want to 
go to college? 

Opportunity costs: Money now vs. 
More money later (statistically) 



Other Paths 

Technical/specialty school (art, music, 
dance, drama, or computers etc.) 

Pursuing online education or certification: 
non-degree seeking 

Apprenticeship or begin paid work in your 
desired field with the goal of moving up the 
career ladder 



Other Paths 

Technical/specialty school (art, music, 
dance, drama, or computers etc.) 

Pursuing online education or certification: 
non-degree seeking 

Apprenticeship or begin paid work in your 
desired field with the goal of moving up the 
career ladder 

Gas plant operators (median annual wage $57,200) 
Real estate brokers ($54,910) 
Boilermakers ($54,640) 
Postal service mail carriers ($53,860)  
Police and sheriff's patrol officers ($53,540)  
Property managers ($51,480)  
Telecommunications line installers and repairers 
($50,850) 



“(Derek Thompson of The Atlantic) found eleven schools where the degrees 
had a 20-year net return of -$30,000 or worse compared to just graduating 
high school. Their list of the worst degrees is even more shocking. A 
humanities and English degree from Florida International University has a 
20-year net return of -$192,000. That's a lot of money, and there are 
students choosing these degrees.”  
Adam Ozimek, Should Everyone Go To College? Forbes magazine 
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Preparing for college is like a highway—an 8 lane highway with lots of 
on-ramps and off-ramps, but basically all headed the same direction. 
 
But a non-college path is like hiking across the countryside—you can 
go anywhere, but you need to be prepared for anything. Each person’s 
path will be completely different from someone else’s, and it’s hard to 
generalize. But something that can be helpful is BUSINESS CLASSES 
(accounting, marketing, etc.) as many if not most non-college careers 
involve some ENTREPRENEURSHIP. 
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Non-college-bound High School Plan 
Freshman: Math (keep moving forward, see  list in handout), 
Grammar/Writing, Ancient History/Literature, Science, Foreign 
Language?,  electives 
Sophomore: Math, Grammar/Writing, World History-Medieval 
through Renaissance/Literature, Science, Foreign Language?, 
electives 
Junior: Math, Grammar/Writing, Late Renaissance through Early 
Modern History/ Literature, Government ,  a specialty course 
exploring his future career, Life Skills, Money management, Job or 
apprenticeship 
Senior: Math, Grammar/Writing, Modern History/ Literature, a 
specialty course exploring his future career, Life Skills, Money 
management, Job or apprenticeship 



ALONG WITH PREPARING  YOU 
TO MAKE HIGH-STAKES 
JUDGEMENTS, COLLEGE 
PROVIDES A PLACE TO: 

Opportunity 
to find a 

great 
spouse! 

Learn from 
Experts 

Be 
temporarily 

free from 
the 

pressures 
of “real” 

adulthood 
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When do they graduate 
from homeschool?  
 
What if they “finish 
everything” but you don’t 
feel they are ready for 
college (social, emotional)? 



They are done 
when you SAY 
they are done. 



How to get it all done 

Morning: 
Devotional  
and Family 

Time 

Afternoon: 
Outside 

Classes, Clubs, 
Lessons 

Core 
Curriculum  



How to get it all done 

Morning: 
Devotional  
and Family 

Time 

Afternoon: 
Outside 

Classes, Clubs, 
Lessons 

Core 
Curriculum  

Evening: YW/YM, chores, more family time 
 

Once a week check-in with parents about progress 



“Badness you can get easily, in 
quantity. The road is smooth and it lies 
close by. 
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...But in front of excellence the immortal gods 
have put sweat, and long and steep is the way to 
it, and rough at first. But when you come to the 
top, then it is easy, even though it is hard.” 
 
Hesiod, Works and Days, 700 B.C. 
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The Little Prince 
(2015) 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4kuh26fG9to

