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Brackon’isms

● Don’t focus on what others are doing in their homeschool. (No two 
homeschools will look exactly alike— learn from others and 
implement in your home what makes sense and feels right for your 
home).

● Don’t look at how homeless people take care of their homes for how 
you should take care of your home. (Don’t compare your 
homeschool to public school.)



Brackon’isms, cont’d
● If you don’t like what you’re doing, don’t do it… it won’t help you to build 

a better life. (We often feel the need to “get our money’s worth”… but 
what happens is that we forget to teach their hearts.)

● What you do affects what your kids will do. If you drink milk, your kids 
will too. What you do your kids will think is okay. (Your example is more 
important than what you try to teach them.)

● Sometimes you have to push away to take what you need.





What overwhelms you?
➔ Is our inability to say no keeping us 

from what really matters?

➔ What if you started to say no?

➔ By saying “yes”, you could be saying 
“no” to what matters more.

“When we keep our goals and vision 
eternal, it becomes much easier not 
to get overly distracted by earthly 
things.” (The Time-Starved Family, p. 19)

Weekly Sacrament



PRIORITY
“The word priority came into the English language in the
1400s. It was singular. It meant the very first or prior
thing. It stayed singular for the next five hundred years.
Only in the 1900s did we pluralize the term and start
talking about priorities. Illogically, we reasoned that by
changing the word we could bend reality. Somehow we
would now be able to have multiple “first” things.
People and companies routinely try to do just that. One
leader told me of his experience in a company that
talked of “Pri-1, Pri-2, Pri-3, Pri-4, and Pri-5.” This gave
the impression of many things being the priority but
actually meant nothing was” (Essentialism, p.16).

Tip

Who sets the priority of 
your children’s education? 

“No man can serve two 
masters”… Don’t try to 
follow “the world” and 
your heart.







Tip: Unshakable Spiritual Roots

“Remember… it is upon the rock of our
Redeemer, who is Christ, the Son of
God, that ye must build your “roots”;
that when the devil shall send forth
his mighty winds, yea, his shafts in the
whirlwind, yea, when all his hail and
his mighty storm shall beat upon you,
it shall have no power over you to
drag you down to the gulf of misery
and endless wo, because of the
“roots” upon which ye are built, which
is a sure foundation, a foundation
whereon if men build they cannot fall”

(Helaman 5:12).

Tip: Focus on… 
Relationships and 
Spiritual Roots 

Relax and enjoy the 
“seasons”.





The Story of the 

Chinese Bamboo Tree

No growth the first four 

years.

Grows 80 feet in just six 

week during the fifth 

year.
Tip

Patience.

Focus on love.

Focus on their hearts.

Focus on understanding 
who they really are, who 
God made them to be.



You can listen to 

this book for FREE 

on the “Librivox” 

app.



Tip

Where there is LOVE 
and TRUST, there is 
healthy learning.

Kids NEED to be loved 
and to be understood.



What is their love language?

Do a “google search” to get your own PDF file to print for your kids.

Tip

Find a way to love them.

Do one thing for them 
EVERY day that 
compliments their love 
language.



Relationship-Building Activities
➔ Read together 

➔ Go to the park

➔ Show them love in their love language 

➔ Write notes to one another

➔ Work on a project

➔ Go on a walk

➔ Go to the library

➔ Do service for someone else

➔ Share with them something you LOVE!

➔ Visit the museum/ zoo

➔ Have a dance party

➔ Swim at the city pool

➔ Go on a hike

➔ Do a puzzle

➔ Cook together (and/or let them help you 

make a menu)

➔ Play a game

“Never underestimate the power of true love, 
for it knows no barriers.” John H. Groeberg

Tip

The purpose of these 
activities is to find 
something you love 
together.



“True doctrine, understood, 

changes attitudes and behavior. 

The study of the doctrines of the 

gospel will improve behavior 

quicker than a study of behavior 

will improve behavior.”
(Boyd K. Packer)



































Tip

You can’t get water from 
an empty well.



“The problem is not merely (all our demands) but how to 
remain whole in the midst of the distractions of life; how 
to remain balanced, no matter what centrifugal forces 
tend to pull one off center; how to remain strong, no 
matter what shocks come in at the periphery and tend to 
crack at the hub of the wheel… it is in simplification of life, 
in cutting out some of the distractions” (p.23).

“We are aware of our hunger and needs, but still ignorant 
of what will satisfy them” (p. 45).

“You will remind me that unless I keep the island-quality 
intact somewhere within me, I will have little to give my 
husband, my children, my friends or the world at large. 
You will remind me that woman must be still as the axis 
of a wheel in the midst of her activities; that she must be 
the pioneer in achieving this stillness, not only for her own 
salvation, but for the salvation of family life, of society, 
perhaps even of our civilization” (Gift from the Sea, p. 52).



Tip

All things are 
possible with God.

Ask Him first.



“Yea, and cry unto God for all thy support; yea, let all thy 
doings be unto the Lord and whithersoever thou goest let 
it be in the Lord; yea, let all thy thoughts be directed unto 
the Lord; yea, let the affections of thy heart be placed 
upon the Lord forever. Counsel with the Lord in all thy 
doings, and He will direct thee for good. Yea, when thou 
lies down at night lie down unto the Lord, that he may 
watch over you in your sleep; and when thou rises in the 
morning let thy heart be full of thanks unto God; and if ye 
do these things, ye shall be lifted up at the last day.” 

(Alma 37:36-37)



Tip

Use our gifted hands 
and take the risk to 
allow God to be the 
driver in our children’s 
education. 



★ What have we left 
neglected?

★ Who have we forgotten?
★ How do we talk to people?
★ How do we make our 

children feel on the inside?
★ Does the environment our 

children grow up in affect 
them?

★ What about personal 
testimonies?

★ Are they staying white?
★ What emotional state are 

we in?
★ Are we getting moldy?

“Combined with action, our words can create an atmosphere of optimism or 
negativity, empowerment or weakness.” (Masquerading As Angels, page 100).



“Education, human education, is the leading out and lifting up
of the soul into the ripe, full enjoyment of all its power potential.
To educate men and women is to put them in full command
of themselves, to completely possess them of their faculties,
which are only half possessed until they are educated.
Education imparts nothing but discipline and development. It
does not increase the number of man’s original talents; it
adds nothing to the sum of his inherent capabilities; but it
improves those talents, it develops and strengthens those
capabilities, brightening what is dull, making the crude fine,
the clumsy skillful, the small great, and the great still greater.
Education supplements creation, and moves next to it in the
order of infinite progression.”

-Orson F. Whitney

Tip

Don’t go to 
curriculum first, go to 
your child (and God), 
then learn how to 
best cultivate their 
passions.

Watch “Celestial 
Education” on 
YouTube!



“Though most of the shelters are rudimentary and crude, some are 
elaborate, even works of art. And a shelter that has required effort to build 
sometimes becomes more than just a temporary place to rest; it becomes 
an oasis in the filth, a gathering place.” (p. 11)

“It helps me remember that even though something is broken, it can still 
serve a purpose.” (p. 36)

“Our trials, our troubles, our demons, our angels-- we reenact them 
because these stories explain our lives. Literature’s lessons repeat because 
they echo from deeper places. They touch a chord in our soul because 
they’re notes we’ve already heard played. Plots repeat because, from birth 
of man, they explore the reasons for our being. Stories teach us to not give 
up hope because there are times in our own journey when we mustn’t give 
up hope. They teach endurance because in our lives we are meant to 
endure. They carry messages that are older than the words themselves, 
messages that reach beyond the page.” (p. 127)

“Literature has the power to change lives, minds, and hearts.” (p. 183)



“Rice (Children) is the most important crop in the world. These tips will help you raise your rice properly. 

Growing rice (children) is a challenge but not impossible. It takes patience, care and a tremendous 

amount of work. 

Even though rice (children) adapts to many environments, it needs plenty of sunshine, water, and 

nutrients to thrive. 

Rice (Children) comes in many varieties— brown, black, white, and red— including long-grain (slender), 

medium-grain (short and fat), short-grain (nearly round), sweet, sticky, and more. All varieties are good. 

The secret to growing rice (children) that thrives is to provide a proper environment. Clean out all noxious 

elements that might harm young plants. Use plenty of organic matter. 

Make certain your plants (children) have plenty of room to grow. Stay close to remove sprouting weeds. 

Trying to care for too many plants at one time can be difficult and tiring.

While rice (children) does best in certain environments, sometimes you have no control over natural 

conditions. Don’t worry. Rice (Children) has an uncanny ability to tolerate both drought and flood.

Sometimes rice (children) is planted in a nursery bed and then moved later to a garden. Other times, rice 

is sprouted right in the garden itself. Both methods work. The advantage of direct seeding is that you 

reduce transplant shock to the young and tender plants. Above all, never take your rice (children) plants 

for granted. Every plant is important. Care for them properly and they will grow to be mature, tender, and 

strong.” (The Rent Collector, pg. 104).



“No achievement in 

this life, important as 

it may be, will be 

relevant if we lose 

the language of the 

gospel in our 

families.” 
-Elder Valeri V. Cardon

Become emotionally stable.
Priority.

Water their spiritual roots.
Prune as necessary.

Remember the season.
Teach their hearts.

Patience.
Understanding.

Love.
Small Acts = Big Results

Ask God.
Don’t get moldy.




