
Ages and Stages: 
Real-Life Homeschooling



What is needful at each age?
(The Big Picture)

BigsLittles
Ṙ Safety
Ṙ Nurture
Ṙ Unconditional 

Love
Ṙ Ľ8 b¢ £¥µ µxp 

center of the 
¶£y»p°²pĥľ

Ṙ Ľ8 vpp¡ w¥¥n ¼xp£ 8 
n¥ w¥¥nĥľ

Ṙ Ľ8 b¢ b kxy¡n ¥v 
6¥nĥľ

Middles



What is needful at each age?
(Academics)

Littles
Ṙ None necessary! (Delayed Academics)
Ṙ Exhibit A: The entire country of Finland
Ṙ Dr. Raymond Moore -Better Late Than Early



Most children will find greater satisfaction and demonstrate 
GREATER LEARNING from the things they make and do with their 
parents (or other people) than from elaborate toys or learning 
materials. 
And there is no substitute for solitudeĴin the sand pile, mud puddle, or 
play areaĴfor a young child to work out his own fantasies. Yet this 
privilege is often denied in our anxiety to institutionalize children.

Dr. Raymond Moore ĵSchool Can Wait



What is needful at each age?
(Academics)

Littles
Ṙ None necessary! (Delayed Academics)
Ṙ Dr. Raymond Moore -Better Late Than Early
Ṙ Exhibit A: The entire country of Finland
Ṙ Ľ/£°ykx µxp p£»y°¥£¢p£µľ -Thomas Jefferson Education
Ṙ Ľ5¥¡¡¥¼ µxp kxy¡nľ -Maria Montessori



As long as kids grow up in a literate society, surrounded by people who 
read, they will learn to read. Each child knows exactly what his or her own 
learning style is, knows exactly what he or she is ready for, and will learn to 
read in his or her own unique way, at his or her unique schedule.

-°ĥ Kpµp° 6°b¾Ġ Ľ*xy¡n°p£ Spbkx Sxp¢²p¡»p² µ¥ NpbnĢŀ K²¾kx¥¡¥w¾ S¥nb¾



The Paradox:

Ṙ Delayed Academics works because an older child can learn the same 
content in much less time than a younger child, and with much less 
stress and frustration. So waiting until they are older to teach the 
Ľ²¶j~pkµ²ľ y² µxp ²¢b°µ ¼b¾ µ¥ w¥ĥ



The Paradox:

Ṙ Delayed Academics works because an older child can learn the same 
content in much less time than a younger child, and with much less 
stress and frustration. So waiting until they are older to teach the 
Ľ²¶j~pkµ²ľ y² µxp ²¢b°µ ¼b¾ µ¥ w¥ĥ

Ṙ)¶µ yv ¾¥¶ n¥£ŀµ µ°¾ µ¥ µpbkx µxp¢ b£¾µxy£wĠ x¥¼ ¼¥¶¡n ¾¥¶  £¥¼ yv 
they would have loved it, would have eaten it up, would have run with 
it, would have been a child prodigy in that subject?



The Answer: Exposure 



Children need to be surrounded by things that spark their interest.

Children learn best through play.





Fill their world with something they can directly 
observe and learn from, all on their own: nature! 





Littles need to explore the world!



Littles need to learn the gospel!



What is needful at each age?
(Academics)

Littles
Ṙ None necessary!
Ṙ But I do still like to have some mommy-kid time each day to read to 

them and introduce them to things they might not find on their 
own, which they may really love to get familiar with.  
No pressure, no demands, no testing.

Ṙ And they do need lots of instruction in choosing the right, developing 
good habits, doing chores, etc.



Middles
(The Big Picture)

BigsLittles
Ṙ Safety
Ṙ Nurture
Ṙ Unconditional 

Love
Ṙ Ľ8 b¢ £¥µ µxp 

center of the 
¶£y»p°²pĥľ

Ṙ Ľ8 vpp¡ w¥¥n ¼xp£ 8 
n¥ w¥¥nĥľ

Ṙ Ľ8 b¢ b kxy¡n ¥v 
6¥nĥľ

Middles
Ṙ Safety
Ṙ Nurture
Ṙ Unconditional Love
Ṙ Ľ8 bvvpkµ µx¥²p b°¥¶£n 
¢pĥľ

Ṙ Ľ8 vpp¡ k¥£vynp£µ 
when I learn to do 
£p¼ µxy£w²ĥľ

Ṙ Ľ8 kb£ °pp£µ b£n 
k¥¢p k¡¥²p° µ¥ 6¥nĥľ



What is needful?
(Academics)

Middles
Ṙ A¥¼ yµŀ² µy¢p µ¥ kxb¡¡p£wp µxp¢Ģ Ĳkxb¡¡p£wp n¥p²£ŀµ p¯¶b¡ Ľv¥°kpľĳ 

Spread a feast of awesome in front of them.
Ṙ If your child has already been playing with math (games, 

manipulatives) he will move quickly through arithmetic--he already 
¶£np°²µb£n² yµ b£n ~¶²µ £ppn² µ¥ ¡pb°£ µxp v¥°¢b¡yµ¾ ¥v x¥¼ yµŀ² 
written. Seek understanding THEN memorization.

Ṙ Learn to think logically--games, puzzles, Mind Benders, etc. Also, a 
bit of formal logic never hurt anyone.

ǆLogic!" said the Professor half to himself. "Why don't they teach logic bu!uiftf!tdippmt@Ǉ!
The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe



@bµx @b£y¶¡bµy»p² b£n 6b¢p² b°p £¥µ b ¼b£µĠ µxp¾ŀ°p b £ppnĥ



What else is needful?
(Academics)

Middles
Ṙ Each day should be full of words and numbers and doing things 

they care about.

Ṙ Classical education = memory work + classical languages +lots of 
history and grammar and reading.





We LOVE the Genevieve Foster 
ĽZ¥°¡n Cvľ j¥¥ ²Ģ




