
Building the Faith of a 

Future Scientist 
Craig Huntzinger



Purpose: 
• We are commanded to study and ponder, to use reason and logic.

• Truth is not in conflict with itself.

• Science and Religion are two tools to aid us in the discovery of truth.

• To better know and understand the Creator.



Carl Heinrich Bloch, 1877



























Why study science?

• Understanding the creation (art) helps us understand 

the Creator (artist).

• Understanding the Creator (artist) helps us 

understand the creation (art).



D&C 38:1-3

Thus saith the Lord your God, even Jesus 

Christ, the Great I Am, Alpha and Omega, the 

beginning and the end, the same which looked 

upon the wide expanse of eternity, and all the 

seraphic hosts of heaven, before the world was 

made;

The same which knoweth all things, for all 

things are present before mine eyes;

I am the same which spake, and the world was 

made, and all things came by me.



Alma 30:44

…The scriptures are laid before thee, yea, and all things 

denote there is a God; yea, even the earth, and all things 

that are upon the face of it, yea, and its motion, yea, and 

also all the planets which move in their regular form do 

witness that there is a Supreme Creator.



Job 12:7-8

But ask now the beasts, and they shall teach thee; and the 

fowls of the air, and they shall tell thee:

Or speak to the earth, and it shall teach thee: and the fishes 

of the sea shall declare unto thee.



Elder John A. Widtsoe

“God speaks in various ways to men.  The stars, the clouds, the 

mountain, the grass and the soil, are all to him who reads aright, 

forms of divine revelation…Nowhere is this principle more 

beautifully illustrated and confirmed than in the rocks that constitute 

the crust of the earth.  On them is written in simple plainness the 

history of the earth almost from the beginning, when the Spirit of 

God moved upon the face of the waters.  Yet, for centuries, men saw 

the rocks, their forms and their adaptations to each other, without 

understanding the message written in them.”



Phylogeny of Apidae



Science vs. Religion



Science and Religion

• Two tools with the same goal, of finding truth, yet using different 

methods.



Howard W. Hunter

October, 1974

In reality, scientific research is an endeavor to ascertain truth, and the same 

principles which are applied to that pursuit are used in the quest to establish 

the truth of religion as well.

When Jesus spoke to the multitude gathered on the Mount, he said to them:

“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 

opened unto you:

“For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him 

that knocketh it shall be opened.” (Matt. 7:7–8.)

This seems to be an admonition to search with determination and make earnest 

inquiry for truth. It is as applicable to religion as it is to science—the 

process is the same in either case.

http://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/matt/7.7-8?lang=eng


Brigham Young

• “If you can find a truth in heaven, earth, or hell, it belongs to our 

doctrine.  We believe it; it is ours; we claim it.”

• “Mormonism” includes all truth.  There is no truth but what 

belongs to the gospel.”

• In these respects, we differ from the Christian world, for our 

religion will not clash with or contradict the facts of science in any 

particular.”



Truth is knowledge of things as they are, and as they 

were, and as they are to come.  D&C 93:24

• Fact: Something that is actually true.

• Theory: Something thought to be true.



The glory of God is intelligence, or light and truth- a fullness 

of which can be obtained by mortal man only through 

obedience to eternal laws.



Boyd K. Packer

“Each of us must accommodate the mixture of reason and revelation 

in our lives.  The Gospel not only permits but requires it.  An 

individual who concentrates on either side solely and alone will lose 

balance and perspective.”



D&C 9:7-9

Behold, you have not understood; you have supposed that I would give it 

unto you, when you took no thought save it was to ask me.

But, behold, I say unto you, that you must study it out in your mind; then 

you must ask me if it be right, and if it is right I will cause that your 

bosom shall burn within you; therefore, you shall feel that it is right.

But if it be not right you shall have no such feelings, but you shall have a 

stupor of thought that shall cause you to forget the thing which is wrong; 

therefore, you cannot write that which is sacred save it be given you from 

me.



Marion G. Romney

“I believe that men learn much through study.  As a matter of fact, it 

has been my observation that they learn little concerning things as 

they are, as they were, or as they are to come without study.  I also 

believe, however, and know, that learning by study is greatly 

accelerated by faith.”



Scientific Atheism

• Scientific method is supremely efficient and reliable tool for 

discovering truth.

• The scientific method by itself can answer all kinds of questions.

• There is no need for faith or religion by one skilled at using the 

scientific method in pursuit of truth.



Wilhelm Westphal

“If there is a God, then I am very sorry to 

say that he has never revealed himself to 

me.  He could have done this, in fact he 

should have.  But he didn’t. Therefore I 

became an atheist.”



Scientific Theism

• Agree that the scientific method is an efficient and reliable tool.  Do not 

believe it is supremely so.

• In recognizing the limits of the scientific method, are willing to admit that 

there are some questions that it simply cannot address.

• Suggest that not only can one utilize the scientific method without 

abandoning faith, but in reality, a kind of faith can play an important role in 

the scientific method itself.



Max Born

“Those who say that the study of science 

makes a man an atheist must be rather silly 

people.”



Henry Eyring

“The scientific method which has served so 

brilliantly in unravelling the mysteries of this 

world must be supplemented by something else if 

we are to enjoy to the fullest the blessings that 

have come of the knowledge gained.  It is the great 

mission and opportunity of religion to teach men 

‘the way, the truth, the life,’ that they might utilize 

the discoveries of the laboratory to their blessing 

and not to their destruction.”





Revelation

• Search the Scriptures.

• Keep the commandments.

• Ask in faith.



“If any man will do his will, he shall know of the 

doctrine, whether it be of God or whether I speak of 

myself.”

John 7:17



Howard W. Hunter

“It is inappropriate, especially at this university, to divide learning into 

secular education and religious education.  Truth is, or ought to be, 

the object of our endeavors throughout the university, and truth is not 

two things; it is one. Our concern is with true science and true 

religion. Certainly the laws that govern the behavior of both molecules 

and men are part of the laws known and used by our heavenly Father. 

God is the perfect scientist. We must not forget that our knowledge is 

not yet perfect. Everyone in this life must often look at matters 

through a glass, darkly.”



One need not abandon faith to be a scientist and, conversely, that a 

testimony of the gospel does not mandate the forsaking of science.



D&C 88:67

“And if you eye be single to my glory, your 
whole bodies shall be filled with light, and 
there shall be no darkness in you; and that 
body which is filled with light comprehendeth
all things.”


