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System is an arrangement founded, throughout all its 

parts, on some one principle. Method is an 

arrangement less fixed and determinate, and 

founded on more general relations. 

So, what does that really mean?! 

 

 

-Identify your family’s method.  

Why did you choose that method?  Are there parts of 

this method that are actually systems? 

 

 

 

 

-What are the systems that are working really well 

for you right now?   

Which ones work well for the whole family?  Which 

ones work well for at least one child? 

 

 

 

-What are the systems that are NOT working well 

right now?  

Why are they not working?  

 

 

-What are some systems that worked really well in 

the past but are not working right now?  

Is there a small change you can make to them that 

would make them work now? (ex: Monday cleaning) 

 

 

 

--The System governs the behavior. If you want to 

see a change in the behavior, change the System.-- 

 

 

Often small changes to our system make the most 

impact:  “Now ye may suppose that this 

is foolishness in me; but behold I say unto you, that 

by small and simple things are great things brought 

to pass; and small means in many instances doth 

confound the wise. And the Lord God doth work 

by means to bring about his great and eternal 

purposes; and by very small means the Lord 

doth confound the wise and bringeth about the 

salvation of many souls.” --Alma 37:6-7 

While our methods can stay the same year after 

year, we need to be constantly changing or 

tweeking our system to meet the constantly changing 

needs of our families. 

In order for a system to work well, it not only has to 

work well for the student, but the teacher as well. 

“If a man does not keep pace with his companions, 

perhaps it is because he hears a different drummer. 

Let him step to the music which he hears, however 

measured or far away.”  --Thoreau 


