
2 0 1 9    L D S H E    h o m e    e d u c a t I o n    c o n f e r e n c e 

Teaching Big Things to Little People 

Jennifer Georgia 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

“Children should be able to do their own 

experimenting and their own research. Teachers, of 

course, can guide them by providing appropriate 

materials, but the essential thing is that in order for a 

child to understand something, he must construct it 

himself, he must re-invent it. Every time we teach a 

child something, we keep him from inventing it 

himself. On the other hand that which we allow him 

to discover by himself will remain with him visibly for 

the rest of his life.”  

― Jean Piaget, Play and Development: A 
Symposium 

It takes more energy and creativity to mentor 

children into their own discoveries than it does to just 

teach them. But teaching is often ineffective, and 

sometimes harmful (trust me on this). The 

compromise: if possible, wait to be invited, and 

make it a conversation rather than a lecture. 

This philosophy follows what Elder Bednar 

recommends: “As learners, you and I are to act and 

be doers…not simply hearers who are only acted 

upon.” quoted in Come Follow Me, Section 1 “We 

Are Responsible for Our Own Learning” 

  

What are the learning strengths and weaknesses 

that YOUR young child possesses? 

Curiosity 

Memory 

Imagination 

Passion>Obsession 

Energy 

Visualization 

Speaking and listening - language skills 

Logic and strategy - math skills 

How do we “scaffold” the weaknesses and boost 

the strengths so our children will learn well? 

Foundation = Stories 

Exposure to many fields of learning and different 

viewpoints 

Find patterns, make connections 

Use the arts in all subjects (STEAM not STEM) 

Look for “sparks” that show a child is ready, or signs 

of anxiety, which show a child is not. 

 

“I don’t believe in being interested in a subject just 

because it’s said to be important. I believe in being 

caught by it somehow or other. You may find that, 

with a proper introduction, mythology will catch 

you.” Joseph Campbell, The Power of Myth (my 

emphasis, and I believe this applies to any subject) 

 

A “Proper Introduction” to the subjects 

Get to know your new BFF, Math! 

3-D objects instead of symbols at first (counters, 

number rods, pattern blocks, fraction manipulatives, 

paper folding) 

Games of all types help your child develop a more 

logical brain, improving (depending on the game) 

visual-spatial reasoning, auditory or image memory, 

multi-step problem-solving, etc.  

Just use it (double recipes, sew, play music, build 

stuff)  

Explore interesting math topics together: symmetry, 

topology, multiple dimensions, infinity, irrational 

numbers, Platonic solids and Euler’s formula, 

Pascal’s triangle, different number systems that have 

been used throughout history, and so many more 

topics that will get your child’s brain cranking 
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Meet Mr. History and Mrs. Herstory 

1 - Start with you (family history) 

2 - Start where you’re standing (explore your locale) 

3 - Start at the beginning (chronological, world-

wide) 

 

Shake hands with Science 

Mr. Science should be good friends with the 

Histories--they grew up together and know stories 

about each other. 

Learn about heat transfer, entropy, Newton’s laws 

of motion, light, mirrors, prisms, rainbows, gravity, 

properties of water and air--but mostly just get 

outside and make observations about rock 

formations and how trees grow and where ants live. 

 

 

So what is your job as a homeschool parent? 

It is to fill your head and your home with cool things 

to show your kids, so that you can give them a 

proper introduction to the amazing world we live in. 

It is to emphasize the learning rather than the result: 

“You did some great thinking today. I saw you 

puzzling over that word for a long time and not 

giving up.” 

It is to take the long view, and realize that you are 

simply laying the foundation for your children’s 

educational edifice, not building the whole thing: 

that’s THEIR job. 

 

 

 

 

 

“Proper Introduction” Resources: 

Stuff to have lying around: calculators, clocks, and 

tape measures to play with; as many building sets 

(Lego, K’Nex, Zoobs) as you can stand; all the 

standard games like Connect Four and Boggle, and 

lately we’re loving Pyramix and Prime Climb; clean 

science things like mirrors and flashlights, and messy 

things like snake skins, food coloring, and a gallon of 

bubble solution  

TED Ed videos – preview, as some have adult 

references, but most are SO good and interesting 

Other Youtube channels we love: Sci Show and Sci 

Show Kids, It’s OK to Be Smart (great content, 

though he comes off as kind of arrogant and pushes 

evolution a bit more than I like), Crash Course Kids, 

ViHart, Mark Rober, The Happy Scientist, 

Veritasium, Numberphile (these last two are more 

advanced) 

Websites:  

NaturalMath.com, MathIsFun.com, 

exploratorium.edu, stevespanglerscience.com, 

funbrain.com, highlightskids.com, 

sheppardsoftware.com 

Khan Academy – check out 

KhanAcademy.org/exercisedashboard 

gwydir.demon.co.uk/jo/index.htm     a very old 

website, but full of cool things to do like convert 

decimal numbers into Babylonian, etc. 

This whole website is great, but this page is 

particularly fun: AllAboutBirds.org/how-to-learn-

bird-songs-and-calls/ 

Apps: 

Starry Night, Monument Valley, all the DragonBox 

apps, Scratch and Scratch Jr., Symmetry School, 

Inventioneers, and anything else that emphasizes 

problem-solving and creative thinking 


