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Our first day . . . 



● Jesus knew His purpose and taught accordingly.

What methods did Jesus use to teach others?

● Jesus sought the help of others.

● Jesus taught through stories and analogies.

● Jesus inspired others.
● Jesus loved individually each and every one He taught.

● Jesus allows us to struggle.



He began with the end in mind. 

“For behold, this is my work and my glory—
to bring to pass the immortality and eternal life of man.”
-Moses 1:39

“Father, thy will be done, and the glory be thine forever.”
-Moses 4:2

1. Jesus knew his purpose and taught accordingly.



What is your purpose in homeschooling?

● help a child overcome learning disabilities

● build character and teach morals

● grow in your relationship as a family

● to instill a love of learning

● to instill a love of country



“Which would you value more: [Your child] to have 
an impressive reading list with checkmarks next to 
every title, or to dive into a few carefully chosen 
stories that nurture the heart, mind, and soul? 

Does it really matter if your child has finished every 
math problem from the book by the end of May? Or, 
will it make your heart sing if he has encountered 
the distributive property in such a way that he can 
see it a mile away, can wonder in awe at it, can use it 
with ease, and relish its exactitude?” 

- Sarah Mackenzie, Teaching From Rest

What if we begin with the end in mind, then plan using only what will 
help us reach our end goal?



How did Jesus come to know his purpose? 

He prepared himself through

fasting,
prayer,

and 
pondering

“And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned 
from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the 
wilderness….. And in those days he did eat 
nothing.” -Luke 4:1-2



How much time do we spend 
in serious prayer, fasting, 
and pondering about the 
education of our children?



Jesus spent 
30 years 
studying 
and 
learning 
before 
beginning 
his 
ministry.



2. Jesus sought the help of others.
“Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew his 

brother casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers.

And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I will make you to 

become fishers of men.

And straightway they forsook their nets, and followed him.

And when he had gone a little further thence, he saw James the son of 

Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the ship mending 

their nets.

And straightway he called them: and they left their father Zebedee in 

the ship with the hired servants, and went after him.”

-Mark 1:16-20





Do we seek the help of others as we homeschool?

“Walk with the dreamers, the believers, the courageous, the cheerful, the planners, 
the doers, the successful people with their heads in the clouds and their feet on the 
ground.  Let their spirit ignite a fire within you to leave this world better than when 
you found it…”  – Wilferd Peterson

➢ Find a good mentor.

➢ Read, then read some more!

➢ Delegate responsibilities.

➢ Surround yourself with other 
homeschooling families 
especially those who uplift!



3. Jesus taught through stories and analogies.

❖ The Mustard Seed

❖ The Lost Sheep

❖ The Ten Virgins

❖ The Prodigal Son

❖ The Good Samaritan

❖ The Lost Coin

❖ The Wise Man and the 
Foolish Man

❖ The Wheat and the 
Tares

❖ The Sower



❖ “Ye are the salt of the earth.”

❖ “A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid.”

❖ “One fold and one shepherd . . .” 

❖ “Let your light so shine.”

❖ “If thy right hand offend thee, cut it off.”

❖ “Neither cast your pearls before swine.” 

❖ “Enter ye in at the straight gate.”

❖ “Ye shall know them by their fruits.”



“Stories are powerful. Stories allow 
children to learn true and correct 

principles through the lives of others.” 

-Ali Eisenach, “A Meeting With the Principle” 

Hero Stories

Fairy Tales and Fables

Classics

Scripture Stories

Personal Stories

Family History Stories



4. Jesus inspired others.

“We all want to teach like Jesus 
taught. His instruction was 
simple and direct and powerful. 
He often told stories or 
parables that people could 
readily understand. Without 
exception, His lessons were 
spiritually motivating. He loved 
His audience. And the ones who 
had ears to hear and eyes to see 
loved Him.”
-Elder Jeffrey R. Holland, 2016 Worldwide 
Teacher Council Meeting



Am I 
lighting the 
fire?

Or, am I 
just 
arranging 
the logs?



Share Goodness and Beauty
"If you are giving a child a piece of cake, it adds nothing 
to his enjoyment to tell him that it contains certain 
ingredients and was made by certain rules or that it will 
contribute to his nourishment.

"If it is good, he eats it and wants more."

-Estelle Hurll

How can we inspire our children to want to 
learn?

Invite the Spirit



Teach By Example

“John the Baptist Baptizing Jesus” by Harry Anderson © By Intellectual Reserve, Inc. 

Courtesy of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.



Inspire, Not Require
“Force in learning kills the 
spirit, dampens the passion 
and destroys the zest and life 
of learning. Force trains 
followers, not leaders.” 

-Oliver DeMille, 
“A Thomas Jefferson Education”

“To rule children by force is the technique of 
Satan, not of the Savior . . .Our parental 
privilege is to love them, to lead them, and to 
let them go.”

-President Russell M. Nelson, “Listen to Learn”



Gentle Direction
“Children learn through 
gentle direction and 
persuasive teaching. They 
search for models to 
imitate, knowledge to 
acquire, things to do, and 
teachers to please.”
–President Thomas S. Monson, 
“Teach the Children”



5. Jesus loved individually each and every one 
he taught.



“A gospel teacher, like the Master we 
serve, will concentrate entirely on those 
being taught. His or her total 
concentration will be on the needs of the 
sheep—the good of the students.”

-President Dallin H. Oaks 



● Specific Needs of the Individual

● Line Upon Line

● Look Beyond Weakness and 
Imperfections



6. Jesus allows us to struggle. 

“Master, 
carest thou 
not that we 
perish?”

-Mark 4:38



Why does the Savior allow us to struggle?

● To help us draw near unto him.

● To provide miracles in our lives.

● To help us appreciate the good.

● To allow us to learn and grow. 



The strength  and beauty 
comes from the struggle!



“Proper amounts of stress are needed to 
strengthen us. Our muscles won’t grow and our 
bones fail when we don’t push them to the 
point of discomfort and even mild pain. It is the 
stress that strengthens them.”
-Becky Blanton



Why should we allow our children to struggle?

Important things your child gains from struggling to master a new task or concept:

● Intellectual growth and development
● Independence
● Confidence
● Grit
● Problem-solving skills
● Emotional strength and perseverance

-https://blog.connectionsacademy.com



A builder builded a temple,

He wrought it with grace and skill;

Pillars and groins and arches

All fashioned to work his will.

Men said, as they saw its beauty,

"It shall never know decay;

Great is they skill, O builder!

Thy fame shall endure for aye."

A mother builded a temple

With loving and infinite care,

Planning each arch with patience,

Laying each stone with prayer.

None praised her unceasing efforts,

None knew of her wondrous plan,

For the temple the mother builded

Was unseen by the eyes of man.

Gone is the builder's temple,

Crumpled into the dust;

Low lies each stately pillar,

Food for consuming rust.

But the temple the mother builded

Will last while the ages roll,

For the beautiful unseen temple

Was a child's immortal soul.

--Hattie Vose Hall

Two Temples



“God will hear your prayers and He 
will reward your humble effort. He 

always has and He always will.” 
-Elder Jeffrey R. Holland, “You Can Teach Like the Savior Taught”


