
Tackling Shakespeare
Helping even 

the most 
reluctant of 
students to 

learn to 
appreciate 
the Bard.



Shakespeare is boring.



Shakespeare is still boring.



How, though? 

• Snuggle Shakespeare 

“Misery acquaints a man with strange bedfellows.” -Tempest



How, though? 
• Eavesdrop on Shakespeare

“I have words to speak in thine ear [that] will make 
thee dumb.” -Hamlet



How, though? 
• Savor Shakespeare

“His jest shall savour but a shallow wit, when 
thousands more weep than did laugh it.” – Henry V



How, though? 
• Tackle Shakespeare

“There is a tide in the affairs of men which, taken at 
the flood, leads on to fortune; omitted, all the voyage 

of their life is bound in shallows and in miseries.“-
Julius Caesar



Michael Tolaydo
(St. Mary’s College of Maryland):

“I am rooted in the notion that, 
in getting up on their feet and 
doing a scene in the classroom, 
students will discover that most 
of the [negative 
Shakespearean] baggage…is, in 
fact, myth.”



Hermia----------------loves--------------Lysander
(Lysander        loves Hermia back)

Demetrius      --------loves--------------Hermia

Helena   ---------------loves--------------Demetrius
(Hermia’s best friend)

Egeus---wants Hermia to marry---Demetrius
(Hermia’s father)

A Midsummer Night’s Dream



“I’m glad that 
you’re here this 
morning.”



Oberon casts a Spell

What thou seest when thou dost wake
Do it for thy true love take.
Love and languish for his sake.
Be it ounce, or cat, or bear,
Pard, or boar with bristled hair,
In thy eye that shall appear
When thou wak’st, it is thy dear.
Wake when some vile thing is near.



Shakespearean Insults
“Base dunghill villain and mechanical” 

Henry VI (part two)
“The rankest compound of villainous smell 

that ever offended nostril”
The Merry Wives of Windsor

“Thou elvish-mark’d, abortive, rooting hog!”
Richard III

“Thou clay-brained guts, thou knotty-pated 
fool, thou…obscene greasy tallow-catch!”

Henry IV (part one)



MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING (ACT 1 SCENE 1) 
[Benedick has been speaking to Leonato and Sir Pedro but they have 

wandered away not noticing that he is speaking to them still.]

BENEDICK [to the others] If Signior Leonato be her 
father, she would not have his head on her shoulders for 
all Messina, as like him as she is. 

BEATRICE I wonder that you will still be talking, 
Signior Benedick, nobody marks you. 

BENEDICK What, my dear Lady Disdain! Are you yet 
living? 

BEATRICE Is it possible disdain should die while she hath 
such meet food to feed it as Signior Benedick? Courtesy 
itself must convert to disdain if you come in her 
presence.



Swordplay
!



“A touch, a touch, I do 
confess.”  Hamlet

Attack Positions



Parry 
Position

s



Twelfth Night Comic Duel



Juliet and her Nurse



The Three Witches- Macbeth



King Claudius, Laertes, and 
Hamlet



King Claudius and Queen 
Gertrude



Goals for Class Success and Rank 
AdvancementEveryone will start out as a lowly Peasant. 

For advancement to the rank of :
Maid or Page  

*Watch, read, or listen to 3 Shakespeare plays in original 
Shakespearean text.  (Sorry, nothing   simplified or merely based 

on a play will count.) 
Damsel or Squire  

*Watch, read, or listen to a total of 7 Shakespeare plays, in 
original Shakespearean text.  *Write a summary of a play in 

your own words. (The length of this summary is completely up to   
the student.) 

Lady or Knight  
*Watch, read, or listen to a total of 10 Shakespeare plays, in original 

Shakespearean text.  *Recite the assigned soliloquy or set-piece 
from memory.  (This can be done in front of the entire  class, or 

privately with a mentor.)


