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For he who is not able to abide the law of a 
celestial kingdom cannot abide a celestial glory. 

And he who cannot abide the law of a terrestrial 
kingdom cannot abide a terrestrial glory. And he 
who cannot abide the law of a telestial kingdom 

cannot abide a telestial glory; therefore he is not 
meet for a kingdom of glory.  Therefore he must 
abide a kingdom which is not a kingdom of glory.

-Doctrine and Covenants 88:22-24



Telestial law is the law of evil, carnality, and 
corruption.  Those who so live develop 

telestial bodies, which can stand telestial glory, 
which is found in a telestial kingdom.  

Terrestrial law is the law of decency and 
uprightness from a worldly standpoint. Those 

who conform to this higher order thereby 
create for themselves terrestrial bodies, which 
in turn can stand terrestrial glory and go to a 

terrestrial kingdom. 



Celestial law is the law of the gospel; it is the law of Christ. It 
calls upon men to forsake the world and rise above every 
carnal and evil thing. It calls upon men to repent and be 
baptized and receive the sanctifying power of the Holy 

Spirit of God. It requires that they become new creatures of 
the Holy Ghost. Only those who so live acquire celestial 
bodies; only such bodies can stand celestial glory, and this 

glory is found only in a celestial kingdom. Since the final 
destiny of this earth is to become a celestial globe, it thereby 
becomes the ultimate and highest heaven for all the faithful 

who have lived on its surface.
-Bruce R. McConkie



Celestial education 
is therefore 

preparing us to live 
in the Celestial 
Kingdom. It is 

preparing us to meet 
our Savior.



Three Worldviews

Celestial

Terrestrial

Telestial



Math
Telestial

Getting the 
right answer

Balancing a 
check book

Getting a good 
job

Terrestrial

Language of 

science

Teaches logic 
and reasoning

Thinking 
mathematically

Celestial

Shows God’s 
order in the 
universe

We need to be 
ordered

Application vs 
Principle



History
Telestial

• Memorize 
names, dates, 

and places
• Pass the test

Terrestrial
• Cause and 

effect

• Learn from 
mistakes of 

the past 
• Understand 

human nature

Celestial
• Eternal 
perspective

• God’s hand in 
human affairs

• God has a 

purpose for 
me



Telestial
Appetites

Relativism

Entitlement

Conformity

Glorified animals

Compartmentalization

Worship the arm of the 
flesh

Spirit of the Lord removed

Fearing man more than 
God

Materialistic

A law unto themselves



Terrestrial
Enlightenment

Prideful

Own glory

Love of learning

Deceived, but honorable

Worship of the human mind

Ownership of education

Man can perfect himself

Philosophies of men 
mingled with scripture

Moral

Self-actualized



Celestial
Gospel centered

Love of learning the truth

Worship of the Savior

Stewardship of education

Accountability

Covenants

Perfected through the 
atonement of Christ

Consecration

Humble

Gratitude

Spirit-directed

Submissive

Piety



Covenant Path
By the way, have you noticed that covenants apply only to 
entrance into the celestial kingdom, which is the presence of 
the Father and the Son? No covenants or ordinances are 

required for entrance to terrestrial or telestial glory. And, in 
fact, the ordinances of baptism and confirmation are required 
for entrance into celestial glory...Thus, the ordinances of the 
temple...pertain to attaining exaltation for us and for those for 

whom we serve as proxies.
-David J. Ridges, Temples Sacred Symbolism, Eternal 

Blessings, pg. 7



And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with 
God and man.
Luke 2:52



Stature: maturity, of age (physically and 
mentally)

Wisdom: the knowledge and abilities to make the 
right choices at the opportune time (Strong’s 
Concordance)

Favour: from the Greek word “charis” meaning 
“the divine influence upon the heart, and its 
reflection in the life” (Strong’s Concordance)



Gaining knowledge is one thing and 
applying it, quite another. Wisdom is the 
right application of knowledge; and true 
education—the education for which the 

Church stands is the application of 
knowledge to the development of a noble 

and Godlike character.
-David O. McKay



Traditionally Education focused on

Our relationship with God

Our relationship with men

Our relationship with things/nature



The purpose of education is to help 
man reestablish proper relationships 
with himself, his origins, his fellowmen, 

and his living God. The mission of 
Jesus Christ was designed to make 

this task possible.
-Neil J. Flinders



Grace and peace be multiplied unto you 
through the knowledge of God, and of 

Jesus our Lord. According as his divine 
power hath given unto us all things that 
pertain unto life and godliness, through 
the knowledge of him that hath called us 

to glory and virtue.
-1 Peter 1:2-3



Virtue: It comes from the Greek 
“dunamis.”  It almost always points to 

new and higher forces that have 
entered and are working in this lower 
world of ours. It is a “power, ability,” 

physical or moral, as residing in a 
person.

-Strong’s Concordance



Types of Virtues

Physical

Mental/Intellectual

Spiritual



Physical Virtues
(Virtues of the Body)

Strength

Poise

Balance

Coordination

Health

Cleanliness



Mental/Intellectual Virtues
(Virtues of the Mind)

Memory

Attentiveness

Imitation

Inquisitiveness

Knowledge

Disciplined



Spiritual Virtues
(Virtues of the Soul)

Patience

Courage

Moderation

Temperance

Self-mastery

Faith

Hope

Charity

Brotherly kindness

Godliness

Integrity

Wisdom



And, ye fathers, provoke 
not your children to wrath: 

but bring them up in the 
nurture and admonition of 

the Lord.
-Ephesians 6:4



Nurture comes from the Greek word 
“paideia” meaning “education, 

enculturation.”



That Judaism places great stress upon education is well 
known. But what Judaism means by education is not well 

known. The Hebrew word for education is hinukh. It literally 
means “consecration” and refers to training a child for living, 
not only for a livelihood. The primary aims in the education 

of Jewish children are to (1) instill the moral and ethical 
values of the Jewish heritage; (2) encourage active 

observance of the Torah’s commandments(mitzvot); (3) 
transmit knowledge of the Torah, the Talmud, and the 

major Jewish sources; (4) create a strong sense of 
identification with and concern for all Jewish people.

-Hayim Halevy Donin



Consecration: The act or ceremony of 
separating from a common to a sacred use, or 
of devoting and dedicating a person or thing 

to the service and worship of God, by certain 
rites or solemnities. Consecration does not 

make a person or thing really holy, but 
declares it to be sacred, that is, devoted to 

God or divine service.
-Webster’s 1828 Dictionary



Learning to 
consecrate oneself by 

cultivating wisdom, 
virtue, and charis 

through the 
atonement of Jesus 

Christ.



Learning as Repentance
I have come to see this kind of learning as a form of repentance. 
When we repent of an undesirable behavior, we turn away from 
it and embrace a new way of behaving. When we truly learn, we 

also turn away from a former way of thinking and feeling and 
embrace a new way. Just as the sinner must first recognize the 
need to change, so the learner must sense the need to search 

for truth. In both instances, the act is intensely individual, but it 
requires assistance-from family members, teachers, and friends, 

as well as from God.
-Russell T. Osguthorpe



The Savior of mankind described 
Himself as being in the world but not 

of the world. We also can be in the 
world but not of the world as we 
reject false concepts and false 

teachings and remain true to that 
which God has commanded.

-Thomas S. Monson



Goals of Education

Telestial: Career, money, acquire goods

Terrestrial: Statesman, Good Citizen, Improve 
the community, Father, Mother, Spouse

Celestial: To become a righteous son or 
daughter of God



How do we go about 
doing this?



In matters of religion we rely on divine 
guidance. Perhaps the key to this unique 

power...is found in the reliance on the 
divine-in looking primarily to the Lord and 
not to the outside would as we establish 

the form and content of Latter-day 
Saint education.

-Lewis M. Bastian, Laying the 
Foundation Symposium



Curriculum

It is everything our children are exposed to:

The environment of our home

People we interact with

Media

Books

Church

Discussions

Activities



Incorrect educational ideas 
are implanted in the hearts 
of our young people, often 
at home, and nearly always 

abroad.
-Joseph F. Smith



Purpose of the Curriculum

To prepare to meet our Savior

To become a Zion people

To be a royal priesthood

To become like our Savior

To return to the presence of our Heavenly 
Father



Only a Zion people can bring in a 
Zion society. And as the Zion people 

increase, so we will be able to 
incorporate more of the principles of 
Zion until we have a people prepared 

to receive the Lord.
-Ezra Taft Benson



But ye are a chosen generation, a 
royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 

peculiar people; that ye should 
shew forth the praises of him who 
hath called you out of darkness 

into his marvelous light.
-1 Peter 2:9



In order to become what we need to become we 
need:

To have an eternal focus

Understand the characteristics of Jesus Christ



Earlier this year, I asked the young adults 
of the Church to consecrate a portion of 
their time each week to study everything 

Jesus sad and did as recorded in the 
standard works. I invited them to let the 

scriptural citations about Jesus Christ in 
the Topical Guide become their personal 

core curriculum.
-President Russell M. Nelson



The basic educational program in Adam’s day was 
a priesthood-conceived program.  It was home-

centered, parent-directed, and priesthood assisted. 
Apparently all other education and training, which 

could have been considered, was formed around 
this nucleus...In his account, Moses presents the 

keystone principle underlying the educational 
program in Adam’s day. The idea was simple, but 

profound: truth comes from God.
-Neil J. Flinders



Prayer is the Key

For behold, again, I say unto you that if ye will 
enter in by the way, and receive the Holy Ghost, 
it will show unto you all things what ye should do.

2 Nephi 32:5



It was my obligation and 
right to receive inspiration, 

but it came with intense, 
agonizing study, research, 

and meditation.
-Glen L. Pace



Prayer Formula



Developing their Heart, Might, Mind, and 
Strength

Heart: Spiritual

Mind: Intellect

Might: Abilities

Strength: Physical



Character Formation
True education does not consist merely in the acquiring of a few 
facts of science, history, literature, or art, but in the development 

of character. True education awakens a desire to conserve 
health by keeping the body clean and undefiled. True 

education trains in self-denial and self-mastery. True education 
regulates the temper, subdues passion, and makes obedience to 
social laws and moral order a guiding principle in life. It develops 

reason and inculcates faith in the living God as the eternal, 
loving Father of all.
-David O. McKay



And as all have not faith, 
seek ye diligently and teach 

one another words of 
wisdom; yea, seek ye out of 

the best books, words of 
wisdom, seek learning, even 
by study and also by faith.

-Doctrine and Covenants 
88:118



And I wish to say further, that if you will go before the Lord in all 
humility, and ask for wisdom and intelligence, your prayers will be 
heard. You are commanded to search after wisdom from the best 
books and also through faith; and I will promise you that diligent 
study of our own works will place you in possession of a fund of 

knowledge that you never dreamed of. And then devote your leisure 
time to the acquisition of such useful knowledge as can be obtained 
through the schools, and from works on the sciences; but do not be 

led by their nonsense and scepticism, and false theories.  And in 
doing this, seek earnestly for the Spirit of God to aid you, to 

enlighten your mind, that you may better comprehend truth, and be 
able to discard error.

-John Taylor



The Lord has told us that “it is impossible for a man to be saved 
in ignorance”(D&C 131:6). In another place God commanded, 
“Seek ye out of the best books words of wisdom, seek learning 

even by study and also by faith”(D&C 88:118)....While any 
study is of value, the truths of salvation are the most important 
truths any person can learn. The Lord’s question, “For what is 
a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul?”(Matt. 16:26) can be applied to educational pursuits as 

well as the pursuit of worldly goods. The Lord might have 
asked, “For what is a man profited, if he shall learn everything in 

the world and not learn how to be saved?”
-Ezra Taft Benson



Teach ye diligently and my grace shall attend you, that you may be 
instructed more perfectly in theory, in principle, in doctrine, in the law 

of the gospel, in all things that pertain unto the kingdom of God, 
that are expedient for you to understand; Of things both in heaven 
and in the earth, and under the earth; things which have been, things 
which are, things which must shortly come to pass; things which are at 

home, things which are abroad; the wars and the perplexities of the 
nations, and the judgments which are on the land; and a knowledge 
also of countries and of kingdoms—That ye may be prepared in all 

things when I shall send you again to magnify the calling whereunto I 
have called you, and the mission with which I have commissioned you.

-Doctrine and Covenants 88:78-80



A man should, in the first place preside over 
himself, his passions, his person, and bring himself 

into subjection to the law of God; then preside 
over his children and his wife in righteousness; 

then he will be capable of presiding over a branch 
of the Church. But many Elders are contending 
about presiding over churches, when they are not 
capable of presiding over themselves or the least 

child they have.
-Brigham Young



Symbolic Learning

Poetry

Allegories

Fairy Tales

Myths

Folklore



Young Children

Bread: food, nourishes our body

Fire: warmth

Blue: sky

Red: blood

Lion: strength, leader



Older Children

Symbol

Verse

Meaning

What does it teach about 
Christ/characteristics 



Resources

The Lost Language of Symbolism-Alonzo L. 
Gaskill

Gospel Symbolism-Joseph Fielding 
McConkie

Gospel Symbols Finding the Creator in His 
Creations-Mark A. Shields

Talks and articles by General Authorities 





Mission Driven



Rather, our individual responsibility 
is to learn what we should learn, to 
live as we know we should live, and 
to become what the Master would 

have us become.
-David A. Bednar



First, learn what we should learn.
Second, do what we should do.
And third, be what we should be.

-Thomas S. Monson



Questions of the Heart
...such questions spring from a desire to be, as well as from a 

desire to know. They originate in the center of our being. 
They are not imposed on us. They are based on real 

needs—needs we are uniquely meant to address. They arise 
out of love—a love for God and a love for others. Because 

of their inherent power, these questions lay claim on us. 
They capture our attention, our energy, and our devotion. 

We cannot rest until we have obtained our answer.
-Russell T. Osguthorpe



The vision of 
marriage needs 
to be taught to 

our youth.
-Neil J. Flinders



Resources

Eternal Marriage Student Manual

Articles and Talks by General Authorities

Dr. John L. Lund

Gary Chapman



We cannot safely substitute anything for the Gospel.  We 
have no right to take the theories of men, however 
scholarly, however learned, and set them up as a standard, 
and try to make the Gospel bow down to them; making of 
them an iron bedstead upon which God's truth, if not long 
enough, must be stretched out, or if too long, must be 
chopped off--anything to make it fit into the system's of 
men's thoughts and theories! On the contrary, we should 
hold up the Gospel as the standard of truth, and measure 
thereby the theories and opinions of men.

Orson F. Whitney



Fruits

Humility

Gratitude

Love of learning the Truth

Discernment



Resources

Scriptures

Teaching of the prophets

“Celestial Education,” Michelle Stone, YouTube

Teach the Children: An Agency Approach to Education-Neil J. Flinders

Joseph Smith: America’s Greatest Educator-Neil J. Flinders

The Education of the Heart-Russell T. Osguthorpe

Revealed Educational Principles-Jack Monnett

Increase In Learning-David A. Bednar

Joseph Smith Foundation

Laying the Foundation Symposium-Neil J. Flinders & Valerie Holladay



Parental Responsibility

We recognize that we have a responsibility to God as stewards 
the the gifts(children) He has given us.

God created these children, and He entrusted them to us.

He has designed a magnificent plan for each of them and our job 
is to seek out who they are and help prepare them.

Ask Him how to do this, and He will teach us what we should be 
doing.

Michelle Stone, “Celestial Education”



Stewardship

It is significant that commitment to the profession 
of parenting (a word that encompasses teaching) 
is to be established by covenant. Participants will 
be held responsible for their performance; they 
will be evaluated by divine standards.

Neil J. Flinders



Purpose of Parents

To teach the right use of agency

We model their relationship with Heavenly 
Father.



Journey to the Promised 
Land



Curate
versus

Control



Cultivating Family 
Relationships



Evaluate
Your relationship with Heavenly Father

Your relationship with each child



Resources

Take Your Love to Your Family and your 
Frustration to the Lord-John Lund(CD)

The Five Love Languages for Children-Gary 
Chapman

The Five Love Languages for Teens-Gary 
Chapman

The Love Dare for Parents-Stephen and Alex 
Kendrick



The word discipline comes from the Latin word 
discere “to learn,” or discipulus, “learner,” 

making a disciple a student or follower.  To 
discipline in the Lord’s way is to lovingly and 

patiently teach.  In the scriptures the Lord often 
uses the word chasten when speaking of 

discipline. The word chasten comes from the 
Latin castus, meaning “chaste or pure,” and 

chasten means “to purify.”
-Lynn G. Robbins



While few of us will be called to be common 
judges, the principles of righteous judgment 
apply to all of us, especially to parents who 

have a daily opportunity to use these 
principles with their children. To effectively 

teach a child is the very essence of good 
parenting, and to lovingly discipline is the very 

essence of being a righteous judge.
-Lynn G. Robbins 



Discipline versus Punishment

Discipline comes from a place of love and a 
desire to teach.

Punishment comes from a place of anger and a 
desire for revenge.



Jesus was not 
busy.  He was 

purposeful.



Questions to ask ourselves

Does this bring us closer to the Savior?

Does this contribute to our family mission?

Does this contribute to my child’s mission?



Mothers who know do less. They permit less of what 
will not bear good fruit eternally. They allow less media 
in their homes, less distraction, less activity that draws 

their children away from their home. Mothers who know 
are willing to live on less and consume less of the 

world’s goods in order to spend more time with their 
children--more time eating together, more time working 
together, more time reading together, more time talking, 

laughing, singing, and exemplifying. These mothers 
choose carefully and do not try to choose it all.

-Julie B. Beck


