
AGAINST THE 

ODDS



Let’s imagine for a moment that you are a 
member of a team.  The coach calls you by name 
and says:  “It is time to enter the game.” But  the 
going will be mighty rough.  The score at this 
moment is 1,143,000,000 to 6 and your team is 
the one with the six points!



The pattern of the Lord is to call the unlikely to 

do the impossible.

Think of the enormity of their assignment!   It 

included:

The gospel was to be preached to every 

kindred,  nation, tongue, and people.

Ordinary human beings were to become 

Saints

Redemptive temple work was to be done for 

all who ever lived. 



“You did not come to earth to 

gain your worth – you brought 

it with you” 

– Anonymous       











“These programs were started when they were nice but 

were not critically needed. They were granted a season to 
flourish and to grow into a bulwark for the Church. They 
now become a godsend for the salvation of modern Israel 
in a most challenging hour”  President Boyd K. Packer  
(“Teach the Scriptures” [address to CES religious educators, 
Oct. 14, 1977], 3, LDS.org).

http://www.lds.org/


Fear not, I am with thee, oh be not 

dismayed, 

For I am thy God and will still give thee 
aid.  

I’ll strengthen thee help thee and cause 
thee to stand, 

Upheld by my righteous omnipotent 
hand.



Here’s a formula for your life that will work every 

time. It is this: The closer you come to your 

Heavenly Father and to Jesus Christ by obeying 

Their commandments and by keeping 

covenants you have made with Them, the 

happier you will be. As you live by the 

standards taught in For the Strength of 

Youth (which are wonderful guidelines for both 

youth and young adults)…



… the easier it will be for you to distance 

yourself from extreme fashions, false 

philosophies, and relentless temptations of 

the world. of Jesus Christ, the more successful 

you will be. Doing these things will enhance 

your capacity to be a positive influence 

among your friends, family members, and 

others. This formula will work every time. 

Simply stated, the more you follow the 

example



My dear brothers and sisters, the “veil o’er the 

earth” is continuing to burst, and one of the 

deep desires of my heart is for you to receive all 

that the Lord is ready to reveal to you. Seminary 

and institute will help you.

Graduating from seminary and institute will 

increase your ability to excel in the most 

important things you will ever do in life.   

(President Russell M Nelson)


